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A Prophecy Regarding Poland 





Polish Press Bureau, an accredited 
arm of the Polish Government in 
Exile, recently released the following 
secular prophecy through its channels 
of international publication. The docu- 
ment originated during the year 1893 
. . « fifty-two years ago, with a seer 
named Tegoborza. 


The original copy was deposited at the 
time in the archives of the Ossolinski 
Library at Lwow. Authorities assert that 
it was still there as late as the outbreak 
of hostilities in the present war. The 
text of this striking prognosis is as fol- 
lows: 


* * * 


“Twice ten years shall pass before the 
time arrives when fire will rain from 
heaven and when the prophecy of the 
seer Vernyhora shall come true and the 
whole world shall be soaked in blood.” 


@ Explanatory Note Number.1 ... 


Twice ten years terminated in 1913 at 
approximately the beginning of the first 
World War. Mention of fire from heav- 
en was an obvious reference to the use 
of air power in modern warfare. Verny- 
hora was the Polish prophet who, back 
in 1786, announced that Poland would 
regain independence when Turks water- 
ed their horses in the Vistula. This 
actually came to pass during 1917 when 
the Turks’ supported Austria against 
Russia. 


* * * 


“Out of the conflagration of the world, 
Poland shall rise again after the two 
Eagles have fallen into the dust. How- 
ever, her fate shall for a long time re- 
main illomened and her dreams shall 
not be easily realized.” 


@ Explanatory Note Number 2... 


Germany and Austria fought side by 
side in the first World War. Both wore 
Eagles on their coats of arms and fell to 
the dust under blows administered by 
the Allied nations. Although restored 
as an independent state in 1918, Poland’s 
fate remained insecure and ill-omened. 
Finally, she was struck from two direc- 
tions—Russia on the east and Germany 
on the west. This tragic see-saw termi- 








nated in the blitz of 1941 which ignited 
the forces of hate that produced the pres- 
ent “conflagration of the world.” 


* * * 


“When the sufferings of the people 
shall have lasted thirty years, causing a 
great deal of anxiety and tears, there 
will arise in the end a great heart who 
shall peform the miracle.” 


@ Explanatory Note Number 3... 


The starting point of the thirty year 
period is not indicated in the prophecy. 
This portion of the statement therefore 
remains ambiguous. The comment re- 
garding the appearance of “a great 
heart”—"in the end,” could refer to the 
coming of Antichrist and some special 
service he may render the Country. Cer- 
tainly Poland has been, and is now, the 
scene of anxiety and tears. 


* * * 


s 


“When moreover the Black Eagle shall 
besmirch the sign of the Cross and 
spread out its ill-boding wings, two na- 
tions shall fall without anyone being 
able to save them, as ‘Might is still 
stronger than Right.” 


® Explanatory Note Number 4... 


The Black Eagle symbolizes Germany. 
It is believed that the phrase “besmirch 
the sign of the Cross” pointed toward the 
Swastika—which has: been called the 
Crooked Cross. The two nations de- 
scribed as falling may be Poland and 
Finland. These Powers, caught between 
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the millstones of German and Russian 
aggression, have suffered more than 
others. At this point, attention should 
be called to Anton Johanson’s prophecy 
of 1907 wherein the prophet of the Finn- 
mark stated: “About revolutions in Fin- 
land and its liberation from Russia, I 
heard that its freedom would be short, 
and that its people should come under 
the Russians yoke again, and be op- 
pressed worse than in the days of the 


Czarist regime. Much blood will flow in 
this Country.” 
* * * 


“But when the Black Eagle reaches 
the crossroads and turns its eyes toward 
the east, to spread its Teutonic habits, it 
shall return with a broken wing.” 


@ Explanatory Note Number 5... 


Germany reached the crossroads 
when the Black Eagle spread its wings, 
rose and flew “toward the east.” Fail- 
ing to destroy the power of Bolshevist 
Russia, it was compelled to “return with 
a broken wing.” This reminds one of the 
fateful struggle at Stalingrad where the 
German military machine was dealt a 
crushing blow. 


* * * 


“The besmirched Cross shall fall, to- 
gether with the Hammer, and the preda- 
tory powers shall be left with naught, 
while the Masurian Land shall return to 
Poland and Danzig will be our port.” 


@ Explanatory Note Number 6... 


The Crooked Cross means to Ger- 
many, what the Hammer and Sickle 
does to Russia. Both countries are mark- 
conscious, their emblems having already 
done much to prepare the minds of 
masses of people for the “Mark of the 
Beast,” prophesied in Revelation 13:16- 
18. Many Polish patriots have fervently 
hoped that these two Powers would de- 
vour each other. One wonders if the 
secular prophet Tegoborza, and the 
Polish Press Bureau, have engaged in 
wishful thinking ... or if perchance, the 
totalitarian Swastika and the totalitarian 
Hammer, are yet destined to “fall.” The 
Masurian Land means East Prussia and 


—Turn To Page 22. 
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The Sixteenth Century Anabaptists 


By Dr. Gerald B. Winrod 





R. JOHN CLOVER MONSMA, the 
distinguished Church historian, was 
“The Church had 
done a tremendous lot of good for the 
world and mankind all through the 
Middle Ages; only a blind fanatic or an 
ignoramus would deny that. But while it 
was doing good it was doing violence to 
itself internally: it was ruining its own 
health; right now (the beginning of the 


Sixteenth Century), it was deathly sick: 


and the only lasting cure was a return 
to Jesus and the apostles; in other words, 
a REFORMATION. 


“Not only the future Protestants were 
aware of that but the other Church mem- 
bers as well. Time and again great 
Church Councils had tried to bring about 
this Reformation. Hundreds of brilliant 
individuals had in lectures, books and 
pamphlets emphasized the idea. The 


question had been pending for centuries 


++» In 1513 the Church struck bottom. 
Any further movement in a downward 
direction would have meant the crush- 
ing out of its life: its self-extinction.” 


* * * 


EPTEMBER 7, 1303 was a sad and 

stormy day in the quiet little city of 
Anagni, Italy. A strange scene of mob 
violence was enacted. Three hundred 
horsemen and a detachment of infantry 
suddenly appeared, forcing their way’ 
through the gates. They headed 
straight toward an imposing structure in 
the center of the city. The sas rad 
Was stricken with fear. 


The door to the main entrance was 
burned from its hinges. Other doors were 
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This is the second in a series 
of articles drawn from Church 
history, tracing vital trends and 
currents to their sources—trends 
and currents which have wield- 
ed, and are now wielding, a 
profound influence upon the 
spiritual life of America. Few 
movements have made a deep- 
er impression upon the religious 
thought of mankind than the 
Sixteenth Century Anabaptists. 











crashed, and the palatial central hall 
finally reached. Pope Boniface VIII was 
seated upon a magnificent throne, ar- 
Both 
his person and the premises were pro- 
faned by the mob. 


The leader struck him in the face. He 
was ordered down from the elevation, 
tied with ropes, taken outdoors, placed 
on the back of a horse facing the tail, 
paraded through the streets and at last 
thrown into jail. Within twenty-four 
hours the mob was driven off and the 
victim released. There was much be- 
hind this distasteful incident. 


England had declared political inde- 
pendence from the papacy one hun- 
dred years earlier. France had adopted 
a similar course some fifty years prior 
to the Anagni episode. Because of the 
waning power of the Church, ecclesiasti- 
cal leaders made no effort to check this 
trend. But Boniface résolved to pursue 
a different policy. Soon after ascending 
the pontificial throne, he issued a dar- 





ing document, the bull “Unam Sanctam,” 
claiming political supremacy. 


King Philip the Fair, of France, was at 
that time the most powerful Monarch in 
Christendom. Upon defying the Pope’s 
order, he found himself promptly ex- 
communicated from the Church. He de- 
cided to teach Boniface a lesson. It 
was to his advantage that he had the 
support of many reigning families in 
Italy and Church prelates of other coun- 
tries. Italian political leaders cooper- 
ated with him in precipitating the fore- 
going humiliating scene at a time when 
the Pope was visiting Anagni to escape 
the heat of Rome. From that time on, 
for more than two hundred years—down 
to the Reformation, the strength of the 
Church continued to decline. 


Clement V became Pope in 1305. Be- 
ing a Frenchman, he transferred ecclesi- 
astical headquarters from Rome. to 
Avignon, France. This continued for 
seventy years and the period is called 
by historians, “the Babylonian Captivity 
of the Papacy.” During this time, sor- 
rowful conditions existed in the city of 
Rome. Rienzi, the Italian patriot came 
to power, and succeeded in bringing 
some degree of order out of chaos. Dante 
and Petrarch sang about the glories of 
the ancient city. Clement having long 
since passed off the scenes, a successor 
moved the seat of the Church back to 
Rome in 1377. 


The French protested this change. 
When the next Pope refused to return, 
another was chosen by the college of 
cardinals—this body being composed 


—Turn To Page 4. 
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mostly of Frenchmen. For more than 
forty years there were two groups of 
cardinals and two Popes. This era be- 
come known as that of the “Great 
Schism.” 


At length, a General Council was ar- 
ranged, largely through the efforts of 
one Gerson, an instructor in the Univer- 
sity of Paris. The assembly took place 
in the city of Pisa. Neither of the rival 
Popes attended. Both were officially 
condemned, and another chosen. This 
meant that, for a time, three Popes gov- 
erned simultaneously. Many of the 
Church’s most loyal adherents were torn 
to the heart by these developments, and 
began calling for a Reformation. Ser- 
mons were preached, books and pam- 
phlets written, pleading for a change. 


Another convocation was arranged, 
known as the Council of Constance. It 
was attended by 18,000 Churchmen and 
many secular dignitaries. The question 
’ of how to treat “heretics,” figured promi- 
nently in the discussions and delibera- 
tions. Leaders were engaging in prac- 
tices, and voicing criticisms, considered 
disloyal. Some advocated purging the 
existing system. Others demanded a 
complete reconstruction. Many sensed 
the need of returning to conditions as 
they were before the days of Con- 
stantine the Great, when the Church was 
regarded as a spiritual body. 


There were many harbingers of the 
Reformation in attendance at the Coun- 
cil of Constance. All kinds of critics, op- 
ponents and protesters were present. 
William of Occam, John of Handun, 
Marsilius of Padua, John Wycliff, John 
Huss, Calvin, Luther, Zwingli, Munzer, 
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Menno Simons, the Swiss Brethren, the 
Anabaptists, and many others were de- 
scendants of the “heretics” who attended 
this Council. 

* * * 


MAY twentieth century Christians do 

not appreciate the important place 
occupied in the religious orbits of Amer- 
ica and Europe by the groups known as 
the “plain sects.” The fuel which these 
pious folk have furnished the fires of 
Protestantism in both Reformation and 
modern times is frequently minimized. It 
may be truthfully stated that on the 
whole, they have rendered a service 
unique in the history of the Church—and 
wielded a wholesome and constructive 
influence throughout their long and 
turbulent existence. 


The plain sects, including the Amish, 
the Mennonites and many others, stem 
from the Anabaptist Movement of the 
Sixteenth Century. There is not a single 
branch or denomination of evangelical 
Christianity today, that does not owe 
something to the Anabaptists who 
pioneered new areas during and subse- 
quent to Reformation times. 

The name “Anabaptists” is indicative 
of their practice of rebaptizing believers. 
They arose simultaneously with such Re- 
formers as Luther, Melanchthon and 
Zwingli, but differed widely on various 
points of doctrine, including opposition to 
State Church and denial of the validity 
of infant baptism. Their zeal was such 
that it would have brought about a Ref- 
ormation had Luther never nailed his 
Ninety-five theses to the door of Castle 
Church in Wittenberg. 


Anabaptism, as a system, may be de- 
scribed as Reformation activities car- 
ried to the extreme limit. The member- 
ship comprised the courageous, con- 
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scientious, religious radicals of their 
day and generation. The hostility some- 
times manifested toward them by ortho- 
dox Reformers cannot conceal the fact 
that the most peculiar doctrines of the 
Anabaptists were fundamental to the 
new program then crystalizing, which in- 
volved free expression of the con- 
science, the independence of individual 
judgment and the supreme importance 
of personal faith. 


They did not believe that men like 
Luther went far enough. With them it 
seemed a waste of time to try to salvage 
any part of the old system. They wanted 
to build anew, upon a literal interpreta- 
tion of the Scriptures, without the assist- 
ance of human governments or any or- 
ganizations then in existence. They con- 
tended that the Reformers needed to be 
reformed! 


The unwillingness of the Anabaptists 
to accept counsel from others or exer- 
cise the grace of patience, was partly re- 
sponsible for the excesses which de- 
veloped within their ranks. The first up- 
rising for which they were responsible, 
took place at Zwickau, Germany in 1521 
under the leadership of Thomas Munzer, 
a Lutheran Pastor who had previously 
identified himself with the Movement. 


Compelled to leave Zwickau, he moved ” 


first to Bohemia and later to Switzerland. 


Within four years he had developed 
a large following. Then came the so- 
called Peasants’ War of 1525 in south 
Germany. Nicholas Storch, a weaver by 
trade, who possessed an extraordinary 
knowledge of the Scriptures, worked 
close at Munzer’s side. The two be- 
came known as the “Zwickau Prophets.” 
From this point, a large section of the 
Anabaptist Movement was destined to 
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suffer because of unbalanced and ir- 
rational leadership. But because its 
original foundations had been estab- 
lished in sound doctrinal principles, the 
Testimony survived. It looked for a 
time, however, as though no part would 
be saved. 


Munzer and Storch were pronounced 
Chiliasts. Working under pressure, they 
became fanatics. The Scriptures were 
warped to fit their preconceived notions. 
But there was truth in the prophecies 
which they frequently misinterpreted 
. . . and this truth endured despite 
clumsy handling, to become a potent 
force in the Reformation message. 


The reaction of a substantial part of 
the people against the religious and poli- 
tical systems then existing in Europe, is 
reflected by the following fanatical 
proclamation which Munzer issued to 
his adherents: 


“Rrise. Fight the battle of the Lord! 
On! On! On! The wicked tremble when 
they hear of you ... Heed not the groans 
of the godless; they will beg, weep, and 
entreat you for pity like children. Show 
them no mercy as God commanded to 
Moses, and as He has revealed the same 
to us. Rouse up the towns and the vil- 
lages; above all rouse the miners... 
while the fire is burning, let not the blood 
cool on your swords... Overthrow their 
towers to the foundation: while one of 
them lives you will'not be free from the 
fear of man. While they reigm over you 
itis no use to speak of the fear of God. 
On! while it is day! God is with you.” 


Munzer became a leader of the revolt 
against feudal oppression during the 
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Peasants’ War in south Germany. His 
sympathies for the poor, coupled with an 
ambition to experiment in matters per- 
taining to theocratic government, caused 
him to be executed during the struggle. 


The Movement brought such great 
anxiety to Melanchthon that he persuad- 
ed Luther to come out openly against it. 
A fierce controversy ensued. Storch and 
other leaders vigorously condemned all 
who engaged in the practice of infant 
baptism. Whole congregations were re- 
baptized. 


In the truest sense, Munzer was not a 
representative of the Anabaptist Move- 
ment. He should never have appropri- 
ated the name. In his book, “Mennonites 
of America,” Dr. C. H. Smith says: 


“If the term (Anabaptism) is to include 
all those radical sects which followed in 
the wake of the Reformation, and which 
rejected many of the doctrines and prac- 
tices of the Lutheran and Zwinglian 
movements, including infant baptism, 
then the Zwickau prophets may be re- 
garded as Anaboptists. But if the term 
is to be confined to the Swiss type, who 
not only rejected infant baptism but also 
instituted adult baptism, and who re- 
fused to take an oath or to hold office, 
and regarded all warfare as contrary to 
the teaching of Jesus, then Munzer and 
his school cannot be classed as Ana- 
baptists, at least not of the peaceful, non- 
resistant type.” 


* * * 
T= Anabaptists of Switzerland were 


known as “Swiss Brethren.” They re- 
garded Zwingli of their Country very 
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much like the German free Churchmen 








did Luther. Both men were regarded as 
half-way Reformers, animated by a spirit 
of compromise. At first the Swiss leader 
was accepted, but later rejected. 


When the Brethren demanded that 
Zwingli destroy images and pictures in 
the Churches, abolish the mass and 
cease baptizing infants, he entreated 
them as follows: 


“I beseech you by Jesus Christ, by our 
common faith, not to make any change 
rashly, but to show to all men by your 
endurance, if in no other way, that you 
are Christians, in that on account of the 
weak you bear things that by Christ's 
law you do not need td bear.” 


—Turn To Page 6. 
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Public debates on religious questions 
were held in the city of Zurich, with the 
Anabaptists losing in every instance. It 
was then that the thorny hand of perse- 
cution began to be pushed down upon 
them. The authorities of Zurich published 
an order in 1525, requiring all children to 
be baptized within eight days. 


This was accompanied with another 
decree that everyone who had been re- 
baptized after a specified time must pay 
a fine of one silver mark. Persons re- 
baptized after the issuance of the decree 
would be banished. Thereupon, the lead- 
ers were arrested and sent to prison. 
Failing to stem the rising tide by these 
measures, the death penalty was an- 
nounced. 


Felix Manz became the first Christian 
martyr of Anabaptism, January 5, 1527. 
From that hour, the Movement spread 
like wild-fire. Thirty-eight congregations 
were established in Zurich alone during 
the year of Manz’s execution. 


Persecution dogged the steps of these 
people where ever they went. In 1527 the 
- Archduke Ferdinand of Austria threat- 
ened to put every Anabaptist of his 
Country to death. By 1530 over two 
thousand of their number, residing in 
various parts of Europe, had paid the 
death penalty. Dr. Smith says: “The 
blood of these poor people flowed like 
water. But hundreds of them, of all ages 
and both sexes, suffered the pangs of 
torture without a murmur, refusing to re- 
deem their lives by recanting, and went 
to the place of execution with joy and 
singing psalms.” 
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AS PREVIOUSLY INTIMATED, HAD 
THERE BEEN. NO OTHER REFORMERS 
IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY, THE 
ANABAPTISTS WOULD HAVE PRO- 
DUCED A REFORMATION OF THEIR 
OWN! One writer explains: “They 
looked with great expectations on the 
German and Swiss Reform movements, 
but turned away when they discovered 
tendencies such as continuance of the 
State Church, which they disapproved.” 


. 
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N° one person or group of persons can 

be credited with originating the 
Anabaptist Movement. It sprang into ex- 
istence in various parts of Europe simul- 
taneously, being strongest in Switzer- 
land, Germany, Austria and the Nether- 
lands. There were certain differences of 
opinion aniong them, but Church his- 
torians find general agreement and unity 
of thought on the following lines: 


1. The Anabaptists obj d to a State Church. 
In this they were opposed by Luth , Zwinglians 
and Calvinists. Their aim was to establish a free 
Church composed only of actual believers and true 
followers of Christ. Their opposition to State 
Churches at times app di forms. 











2. They insited on believers’ baptism and vigor- 
ously opposed accepting unconverted people into 
Church membership. Infant baptism, they held to 
be unscriptural. 


3. In order to preserve the purity of the Church, 
they insisted on strict discipline by admonition and 
ex-communication of those who broke the moral 
law. 


4. The doctrine of passive resistance was held 
by most Anabap her with the refusal to 


take an oath, to hold office, and to bear arms. 





5. They believed in immediate inspiration. 
They claimed that the Spirit would put words into a 
speaker’s mouth without previ i This 
belief often gives rise to a certain ‘end for hu- 
man learning. 
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6. The main thought of the Anabaptists aaa 
to have been to revive the Apostolic Church, and 
to reproduce in their own lives the beliefs, practices 
and customs of the Christianity reflected in the 
Book of Acts of the Apostles. 





7. The supernatural inspiration of the Scrip. 
tures, deity of Christ, necessity of a Saviour and 
the doctrine of the Second Coming of Christ were 
accepted without equivocation. 


The first Anabaptist Confession of 
Faith now extant was written in the year 
1527 and called, “A Brotherly Union of 
Some Children of God.” It enunciated 
seven principles, setting forth supporting 
ideas of each, at great length: 


1. BAPTISM administered to all who 
are taught repentance and truly believe 
in the forgiveness of their sins through 
Jesus Christ. 


2. BAN OR EXCOMMUNICATION 
practiced with those who have given 
themselves to the Lord and are baptized, 
yet fall into sin or are unexpectedly over- 
taken: restoration to Church ranks to be 
predicated upon repentance. 

8. BREAKING OF BREAD, or holy 
communion, in remembrance of the 


broken body of Christ and His shed 
blood: “one bread” and “one cup.” 


4. SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD . 


for baptized believers, according to I 
Corinthians 6:17-18. 


5. MINISTERS of good report to dis- 
charge the duties of teaching, exhorting, 
helping members in spiritual growth; the 
material needs of such leaders to be 
provided’ when necessity arises. “If he 
should be driven away, or imprisoned, 
or killed, another Minister shall at once 
be put into his place.” 
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6. TAKING THE SWORD to be 
shunned and avoided. “Neither is it the 
Christian’s work to have a part in civil 
government; because the rulings of gov- 
ernment are according to the flesh, but 
the government of Christ is according to 
the Spirit.” 


7. OATHS not to be taken, since 
Christ, Who taught the law in perfection 
forbade His disciples all oaths, whether 
true or false. 


These excerpts from their earliest Con- 
fession of Faith, reflect something of the 
originality of thought which existed 
among the Anabaptists. The many 
points of similarity between them and 
free Churches which later developed in 
Europe ... together with the Protestant 
denominations in other parts of the 
world, shows WHAT A DEBT CHRIS- 
TIANITY TODAY OWES THE ANA- 
BAPTIST MOVEMENT OF THE SIX- 
TEENTH CENTURY. 


* * * 


igal great body of Anabaptists were 
quiet, peace-loving folk but unfor- 
tunately, in some localities, fanatics 
gained control and brought disrepute 
upon the Movement. Moreover, perse- 
cution took the lives of many of their 
most competent leaders. The greatest 
disaster came during 1534 in what is 
known as the “Muenster Madness.” 


The one person most responsible for 
this tragedy was Melchior Hoffman, a 
leather-dresser who identified himself 
with the faith in 1529. Closely associated 
with him was an equally fanatical zealot 
by the name of Jan Mathys. 


When it became known that Muenster 
was predominantly an Anabaptist city, 
persecuted members of the Movement 
began migrating there from far and near. 
Mathys assumed control and ordered the 
people to abandon the doctrine of pas- 
sive resistance and take up the sword. 
Bernard Knipperdolling, a wealthy 
burgher with sympathies for the poor, 
was given political authority. 


Dr. Calvin George Bachman says: "A 
command was issued that all adults be 
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baptized or leave the city. A communis- : : 
tic distribution of property was enforced. Mention The Defender To A Friend. 
The former inhabitants of Muenster who 





had been driven from the city, appealed 





to the orderly elements of northern Ger- ‘“ 
many, Roman and Protestant alike for I Want To Be A 
assistance. By May, 1534, an army in- Christian, Not 
cluding supporters as well as opponents +b] 
of the Roman Church surrounded the Pag an 
city. The defense was heroic. Mathys Botd me a ge ec ie mg —_ 
: . +o at abou ne Hundred letters alone 
died during an attack on the besieging from souls seeking salvation. All 
army, and was succeeded by John of these letters are similar to the fol- 
Leyden, who soon had himself pro- lowing one: ; 
claimed king by a divine revelation. As Dear Friends: My object in writ- 
the siege grew more harassing the ing you this letter is as — 
wie e I want to be a Christian, not Pagan. 
fanaticism of the beleaguered Ane Please help me in the way of sal- 
baptists increased. vation by sending a Bible.” 
The number of such appeals is in- 
The “Muenster Madness” came to an creasing. We are praising the Lord 


. 5 for them, but in order to serve, we 
end with the capture of the city on June need prayers and gifts of the chil- 


25, 1535. John of Leyden and Knipper- dren of God. To each participant 
dolling lost their lives. in this work will be mailed a very 
interesting leaflet: “Definition of 


j s the Human Soul and Its Place 
Although the coterie of foolish men After Separation from the Body.” 


who gained the upper hand in Muenster 
represented only a fraction of the Ana- RUSSIAN pen ag RELIEF 
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down the effects of the tragedy in Ger- 
many. 


Fortunately, the free Churchmen suf- { 


fered less in the Netherlands. The Move- 
ment was saved there by the sterling 





character and executive leadership of 
Menno Simons who restored its true re- 
ligious motive. 


Menno Simons became the founder df 
the Mennonite organizations of the 
world. Frederic Palmer wrote of this 





good man as follows: “The wildest temp- 


est cannot blow out the stars; and after 
the fall of Muenster the conservative 
elements which existed in Germany and 
in the Netherlands gradually took cour- 
age and came together in Friesland 
under the leadership of Menno Simons.” 








War Situation Demands More Testaments 





[caeaces in draft quotas have 
turned National Spiritual Defense 
Crusade headquarters into a bee-hive of 
activity: trying to keep up with the de- 
mand for Victory Pocket Testaments 
- according to Dr. Sam Swain, Direc- 
tor of the Crusade. 


“Never since the early days of the 
war have we felt our responsibility more 
keenly,” he says. “Men are going into 
service now, leaving large families. 
Many are departing who thought the 
draft had left them behind to care for 
other responsibilities. It is not difficult to 
understand that many of these people 
are somewhat depressed. The comfort 
and companionship of Christ becomes 
even more vital to them, than the thou- 
sands of boys to whom we have previ- 
ously sent Testaments.” 


“Pending legislation states that no 
man between 18 and 45 may be exempt 
from national service,” Dr. Swain con- 
tinues. “Isn’t it just as fitting to say that 





no Christian should be exempted from 
the spiritual service of bringing Christ 
to these men?” 


Under the distribution plan of the 
Crusade, Victory Pocket Testaments are 
sent to any person, or group of persons, 
anywhere in the Country, who desire to 
associate themselves with the work of 
carrying the Gospel story to men in 
service. 


“We felt that a Tegtament would have 
even more meaning to a boy if sent by 
his mother, sister, sweetheart, wife, or 
some close friend,” Dr. Swain explains, 
“and we have always encouraged those 
who assist us in this work, to write a 
word of prayer on the flyleaf, so the boy 
will be daily reminded that his loved 
ones back home are remembering him 
at the Throne of Grace. The Crusade 
does not, however, forget the less fortun- 
ate boy who has no loved ones behind 
to pray for him. Financial assistance 
from Pastors, Laymen and Church con- 
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gregations make possible the sending of 
additional Testaments to boys who might 
otherwise receive none. 


New demands for “Extra Testaments” 
are coming in now, from boys whose 
Books have been damaged in batile, 
rain-soaked, muddy or torn. As soon as 
a request of this kind is received, a New 
Testament is dispatched in the next mail. 
In addition to Testament distribution, 
the Crusade maintains a National Chain 
of Prayer—through which Bible-believ- 
ing Christians in all parts of the Nation 
pray for boys whose names are recorded 
on the list. Mothers can pray for other 
mothers’ sons, as well as their own... 
and know that thousands of other Chris- 
tians are united in the same spiritual 
exertions. 


Every boy on the National Prayer 
Chain was written a personal Christmas 
letter by Dr. Swain, conveying Season’s 
Greetings, a prayer for his early, victori- 
ous return and commending him to 
Christ. Appreciative answers to these 
holiday letters are just now being re 
Headquarters in 
Akron. “It certainly makes me feel 
good,” one boy writes, “to know that 
thousands of other mothers, as well as 
my own dear mother, are praying for 
me.” Another boy, receiving a Testa- 
ment, writes: “I just don’t know how to 
thank you for the Bible. It was the best 
Christmas present I’ve got, or ever will 
get. And I promise that I will read it 
every night. We don’t have much time 
in here for reading or things like that 
but I'll find time somehow.” 
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Nuggets For February 





EE what a fool Christianity makes of 
an otherwise brilliant man. Here a 
scientist like Sir Isaac Newton actually 
writes that men may travel at the rate of 
fifteen or twenty miles an heur. Has he 
forgotten that if a man would travel at 
fifteen miles an hour, he would be suf- 

focated; the heart would stand still? 

—Voltaire. 





I will*go anywhere provided it is for- 
ward. 
—Livingstone. 





More things are wrought by prayer 
than this world dreams of. 


—Tennyson. 





The old world is horribly disordered 
and out of joint; it must come under 
Omnipotent surgery before we can ex- 
pect health. 

—Billy Sunday. 





The devil has no more business in 
churches, pulpits and individuals than a 
wolf in a sheepfold, a fox in a hen roost 
or a rattlesnake in a nursery. 


—Billy Sunday. 





The time God allots to each one of us 
is like a precious tissue which we can 
embroider as we best know how. 

—Anatole France. 
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My center is giving way, my right is 
pushed back—excellent! I am attacking. 


—General Foch. 





Since your most serene majesty and 
your high mightinesses require of me a 
simple, clear and direct answer, I will 
give one, and it is this: I cannot submit 
my faith either to the Pope or to the 
council, because it is as clear as noonday 
that they have fallen into error and even 
into glaring inconsistency with them- 
selves. If, then, I am not convinced by 
proof from Holy Scripture, or by cogent 
reasons, if I am not satisfied by the very 
text I have cited, and if my judgment is 
not in this way brought into subjection 
to God’s word, I neither can nor will re- 
tract anything; for it cannot be right for 
a Christian to speak against his con- 
science. I stand here and-can say no 
more. God help me. Amen. 


—Doctor Luther ... at Worms. 





Many times the publisher of the 
“Christian Magazine” has attacked me 
without fear or wit; and hereby he has 
convinced his impartial readers of one 
thing at least—(as the vulgar say) his 
fingers itch to be at me; that he has a 
passionate desire to measure swords with 
me. But I have other work upon my 





hands: I can employ the short remainder 
of my life to better purpose. 


—John Wesley. 





Oh, do not pray for easy lives. Pray 
to be strong men and women. Do not 
pray for tasks equal to your powers. 
Pray for powers equal to your tasks. 
Then the doing of your work will be no 
miracle; but you shall be a miracle. 
Every day you shall wonder at yourself, 
at the richness of life which has come 
to you by the grace of God. 


—Phillips Brooks. 





The Forgotten Man works and votes— 
generally he prays—but his chief busi- 
ness in life is to pay. Who and where is 
the Forgotten Man in this case, who will 
have to pay for it all? 

—William Graham Sumner . ... 1883. 





A politician thinks of the next election; 


‘a statesman, of the next generation. 


—Clarke. 





You can always get the truth from an 
American statesman after he has turned 
seventy or given up all hope for the 
Presidency. 








Colored Flannelgraph Stories 


$1.50 Series 


Bible Verses Visualized and How to Teach Them 
A book of 13 Bible verses and 13 teaching methods. 


Volume I. 


Velume II. A new enlarged volume. 


Bible Songs Visualized 


This popular book of visualized songs now in 


color. 


Creation and Old Testament Stories 


Volume I. Creation through Jacob. 
Volume II. Joseph through Elijah. 


50c Series 


The Christian Soldier 

Tale of Two Cities 

The Two Ways 

The Second Coming of Christ 
Phoning Heaven Two 
The Lily’s Secret 


Convoys 


10 lessons. 
10 lessons. 


Sampson’s Riddle 


The Birth of Jesus 
She Spoke for God 
emedies 

The Thanksgiving Story 






“. 
\S 


4. +S: 

ST 

There Was a Crooked Man 

Peter Rabbit 

Little Red Riding Hood 

Flannelboards, $3.00 up. Background Material, $2.25 up. Write for complete catalog. 
; America’s Largest Flannelgraph House 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC., 


1503 N. Third St., _ Harrisburg, Pa. 





The 
angels 
heathe 
that < 
partic 
the lig 
lect a 
manif« 
to him 


What? 


We lov 
We lo 


The = 


T see y 
The air 
A, thin; 








No oth 


Wher 





it may 
lieve it 





of the 


Die 












nder 


» will 


og. 





FEBRUARY, 1945 


Defender 


11 





It did not take the Lord long to get 
the people out of Egypt, but it took forty 
years to get Egypt out of them... It 
does seem as though it should be easy to 
make an honest living in the political 
world today—there’s so little competi- 
tion. 

—J. Harold Smith. 





The Church is not a gallery for the 
exhibition of eminent Christians, but a 
school for the education of imperfect 
ones, a nursery for the care of weak 
ones, a hospital for the healing of those 
who need assiduous care. 


—Beecher. 





Christ is the great central fact in the 
world’s history; to Him every thing looks 
forward or backward. All the lines of 
history converge upon Him. All the 
march of providence is guided by Him. 
All the great purposes of God culminate 
in Him. The greatest and most moment- 
ous fact which the history of the world 
records is the fact of His birth. 


—Spurgeon. 





The recipients of prophecy may _ be 
angels, devils, men, women, children, 
heathen or gentiles; nor is it necessary 
that a man should be gifted with any 
particular disposition in order to receive 
the light of prophecy provided his intel- 


| lect and sense be adapted for making 


manifest the things which God reveals 
to him. 


—Pope Benedict XIV. 





What? Change our flag? No, that will 
never do! 

We love its colors, Red, White and Blue— 

We love its Stars and for what they 
stand, 

The emblems of Statehood and Freedom’s 
land. 


IT see you now, acrossathe street! 

The air is stirring your folds, oh, so neat, 
A thing of beauty, rhythm and grace, 
No other flag shall take your place. 


—Cox. 





When I meet with a falsehood, I care 
not who the great persons who proclaim 
it may be, I do not try to like it or be- 
lieve it or mimic the fashionable prattle 
of the world about it. 


—William Henry Hudson. 





Die when I may, I want it said by 





those who knew me best, that I always 
plucked a thistle and planted a flower 
where I thought a flower would grow. 


—Lincoln. 





Everyone is as God made him, and 
often a good deal worse. 
—Cervantes. 





It is not possible to found a lasting 
power upon injustice. 
—Demosthenes. 





Socrates died like a philosopher, but 
Jesus Christ like a God. 
—McGuffey’s Reader. 





The Post-Millennialist hopes for the 
best, the Pre-Millennialist has the best 
hope. Live as though Christ died yester- 
day, rose this morning and is coming 
back tomorrow. 





One reason there are so many pennies 
in the Church collection is because we 
have no smaller coin. 





This is the final test of a gentleman: 
his respect for those who can be of no 
possible service to him. 

—William Lyon Phelps. 





When a man assumes a public trust, he 
should consider himself public property. 


—Thomas Jefferson. 





The heights by great men reached and 
kept, 

Were not attained by sudden flight, 

But they, while their companions slept, 

Were toiling upward through the night. 


—Longfellow. 





Christianity is the basis of republican 
government, its bond of cohesion, and its 
life-giving law. More than the Magna 
Charta itself, the Gospels are the roots 
of liberty. That Magna Charta, and the 
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Petition of Right, with our Declaration 

of Independence, were possible only be- 

cause the Gospels had been before them. 
—Storrs. 
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The Secular Origin Of Many Hymn Tunes 


Evangelist Phil Kerr . . . Glendale, California 





T= melodies of a surprising number 

of famous Hymns and Gospel Songs 
were of secular origin. The list includes 
“Stand Up For Jesus,” “Nearer My God 
To Thee,” “Amazing Grace,” “Hark The 
Herald Angels Sing.” “There Is A Foun- 
tain Filled With Blood” ... to name only 
a few. 


Occasionally evangelistic singers em- 
ploy Christian words with well-known 
popular melodies—a practice which is 
frequently decried by well-meaning 
Christians. The singer is told that such 
a practice is “light and frivolous and un- 
necessary, when there are so many 
grand old Hymns available.” 


The experience of Charles Wesley, to- 
gether with several generations of Sal- 
vation Army street singers and countless 
other soul-winners, has proved what 
these critics fail to realize, that a popular 
melody supported by Gospel words can 
be very effective bait. “Fishers of nen” 
have learned to employ many different 
methods for reaching the unsaved. 


SONG STARTS REVIVAL 


A contemporary biographer of Charles 
Wesley reveals that: “It was Wesley's 
practice to seize upon any song of the 
theater or the street, the moment it be- 
came popular, and make it carry some 
newly-written Hymn into the homes of 
the people.” 


On one occasion he was finding it 
difficult to awaken spiritual interest in 
a Welsh mining village. He noticed a 
group of drunken miners swinging arm 
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in arm down the middle of the street, 
boisterously singing a popular bar-room 
song. Falling into step with them, Wesley 
began singing the same melody, loudly 
improvising Christian words. The min- 
ers soon noticed that Wesley’s words 


were different. Good-naturedly, they be-: 


gan using them. Other miners joined the 
gathering, ‘and soon an enthusiastic 
crowd had assembled for a successful 
street meeting which became the fore- 
runner of a great harvest of souls in that 
community. 


A group of drunken miners was the 
choir which attracted the crowd to Wes- 
ley’s street meeting, and a popular 
melody was the vehicle. Let it be noted 
that “he that winneth souls is wise!” 


HISTORICAL REFERENCES 


Guillaume Dufay, chief chorister of 
the papal choir in Rome during the fif- 
teenth century, often combined the secu- 
lar music of the times with religious 
words, and his works were accepted of- 
ficially by the Church. A noted historian 
writes: “Dufay realized the vital differ- 
ence between the music of the people, 
and the music of the Church, and he 
desired to bring these together.” 


Josquin du Pres, one of the most bril- 
limt religious composers of the six- 
teenth century, followed the “custom of 
uniting sacred and secular melodies and 


7—MUSIC—S 
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texts in his church compositions.” 


Similar ideas prevailed as far back as 
the sixteenth century. “About the year 
1250 musicians began to set the text of 
the Mass to new music... and used the 
melody of some popular song for the 
foundation upon which to embroider 
their counterpoint. When the serious ef- 
fect of this custom was at last recog- 
nized, the Council of Trent was convoked 
in 1543,” and formulated a resolution 
condemning all secular music. Emperor 
Ferdinand of Germany, “knowing the 
powerful effect of popular melodies in 
the Protestant Hymns, persuaded the 
Council to retard adoption of the resolu- 
tion.” 


Martin Luther often employed secular 
melodies. His biographers relate that he 
procured his tunes from three sources, 
“trom the Hymns of the Catholic Church, 
from the popular folk-songs of the day, 
and from his own fertile mind.” 


Joshua Leavitt, a Congregational Min- 
ister, published a successful hymnal, 
“The Christian Lyre,” in 1831. Twenty- 
six editions were required. He admitted 
that its success was due to the fact that 
he “broke away from the usual re- 
straints” and combined religious words 
with popular tunes. 


SOME BEST KNOWN HYMNS 


The melody for “Hark The Herald 
Angels Sing” was adopted from an 
earlier Mendelssohn composition. “Near- 
er My God To Thee” was originally the 
Irish love song, “Oft In The Stilly Night.” 





“THE* POOR 


have the Gospel preached unto 
them” in the Mountains of Ar- 
kansas. “ Missionary needs pray- 
er and support, also donations 
of Bibles, colportage books, etc. 
Clothing for the needy will be 
gratefully received. 
“WHATSOEVER HE SAITH 
UNTO YOU, DO IT.”—John 2:5. 


REV. E. McLAIN. 
Volunteer Worker 
Bible Evangelistic Crusade 
Dardanelle, Arkansas 
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Notice To Christian Workers 


Pastors, Musical Directors, Church Of- 
ficials! . . . Give careful consideration to 
the Tabernacle Publishing Company an- 
nouncement of Song Books and Hymnals 
appearing in this Defender. (Turn to 


page 9.) 





“Am I A Soldier Of The Cross” is sung 
to the Arlington tune, which was taken 


from Arne’s opera “Artaxerxes.” “Come | 


Ye Sinners Poor And Needy” (also often 
called, “I Will Arise And Go To Jesus”) 
is sung to an operatic melody composed 
by the infidel Rousseau who later com- 
mitted suicide. “From Greenland’s Icy 
Mountains,” famous missionary song, is 
universally sung to a melody originally 
in a comic opera of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. 


Two American plantation melodies 
were the basis of our hymns, “At The 
Cross” and “Amazing Grace.” And, of 
course, “Old Black Joe” became “I Love 
Him.” “Aloha O6c,” the Hawaiian 
melody, was given two sets of Christian 
words—"He’s Coming Soon” and “He 
Lives on High.” 


The currently best known melody used 
with “Stand Up For Jesus” was original- 
ly “’Tis Dawn, The Lark Is Singing.” 
composed by George Webb in 1830. 


The list could be extended indefinitely, 
including such famous Hymns as “Blest 
Be The Tie That Binds,” “O Happy Cay.” 
“Ring The Bells Of Heaven,” and, of 
course, the remaining titles mentioned in 
the first paragraph of this article. 


EASY CHANGES 
Today many successful evangelistic 


. song leaders and soloists have learned 


the effectiveness of combining Christian 
words with popular melodies. “The 
Rosary” is often used with the hymn- 
poem “Just As I Am.” The alteration of 
a few words can transform “The World 
Is Waiting For The Sunrise” into “Dear 
Lord, Our Hearts Are Yearning For Thy 
Coming.” 


The substitution of the word Christ for 
the word “love,” can change “Ah! Sweet 
Mystery Of Life” into a surprisingly ef- 
fective Gospel message: 


For ‘tis Christ, and Christ alone, 
The world is needing, 

It is His love, His love alone, 
That can repay: 


And all of living, 
For ‘tis Christ alone whose love 
Will rule for aye. 


The wise singer will use discretion. 
In a Sunday morning service of worship 
he will employ the reverent old Hymns. 
In a stirring evangelistic service, a street 
or mission meeting, on a Gospel radio 
program, he will find opportunities for 
making use of the secular melodies with 
Christian words. “ 


There is no denying the firm grip 
which the beautiful melodies of many 
popular songs can exert upon the minds 
and hearts of the masses. Why not utilize 
this attraction in order to point men to 
Christ? 





Who has a better right than the Chris- 
tian to employ the powerful influence of 
beautiful melody and rhythm? Satan 
uses beauty, and rhythm, and melody to 
sugar-coat the deadliness of sin. Why 
should we not recapture the power of 
music, to which Satan has no right any- 
how! 


As the inimitable Billy Sunday used to 
say: “Really, the only tune that belongs 
to the devil is the spittoon!” 





If you move .. . notify The 
Defender promptly ... giving 
both your old and new ad- 
dresses. 
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Plain Talk For Preachers 


Henry H. Halley . .. Chicago, Illinois 





REACHING is the most important 

Ministry in the Church, The Spoken 
Word will never be superseded as the 
main agency in extending the Gospel of 
Christ. 


Preaching should be Teaching. The 
common saying that the Sunday School 
is the teaching agency of the Church, 
and that the sermon is only an inspira- 
tione] message, is absolutely wrong. The 
PULPIT is the TEACHING AGENCY 
of the Church. Instruction is the need. 


Text Sermons. Analyzing, metaphor- 
izing, spiritualizing a text, playing 
around with it, and ringing the changes 
on it, may make the speaker appear 
clever . . . but what about the spiritual 
needs of the hearers? Much of such 
preaching is merely moralizing. It ‘is 
easy to accommodate Scripture teaching 
to our own ideas, instead of accommodat- 
ing our ideas to Scripture teaching. We 
have heard whole sermons showing that 
the text does not mean exactly what it 
does mean. 


The Unspeakable Glory of the Preach- 
er’s Message. The “Bible is the most 
precious thing this world affords.” It has 
POWER, AUTHORITY, LIFE. No Min- 
ister’s word has these. Why does a 
Preacher have to think that his own ideas 


























: The Future 
Of Christianity In Europe 


dt bow WAR in Europe rages toward its ultimate climax. What is done in 
the next few years may decide the future of Protestantism in Europe. 
Pastors of Churches, if they are still fortunate enough to be alive, must be 
brought back to their places of labor. 
be rebuilt: orphanages reopened, refurnished and manned. 

Above all, and immediately, we must hold out helping hands to those 
who have suffered most in the debacle. To do our share in this under- 
taking, we must be prepared to spend money in sums beyond anything 
we have yet provided. It will not do to send out representatives backed 
only with advice. We must back them with goods and service, bought and 
paid for out of the war riches that have come to many of our Church 
members. We must now rise up and meet this challenge at the cost in 
money and life. Send your gifts to the: 


RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, Inc. 


1844 W. Monroe Street, Room 10, Chicago 12, II. 
In Canada: 106 Winnett Ave., Room D, Toronto 10, Ontario 
REV. F. J. MILES, International Secretary 


© Write for a copy of “The Friend of Russians.” | 


are so much more important than God’s 
Word? Why can’t we be content to de- 
vote our ministry to the simple teaching 
and exposition of this Grand Old Book 
that has brought life and comfort and 
joy and heaven to untold millions, long 
before we appeared and will continue so 
to do, long after we are forgotten. 


Expository Sermons, as a method of 
teaching, are infinitely better than Text 
sermons, because they more directly 
exalt God’s Word as the source of the 
message. In a Text sermon, though it 
need not necessarily be so, the Preacher 
himself more apparently is the authority 
for his message. Did God call us to the 
ministry? Or did we call ourselves? 
Whose message are we supposed to pro- 
claim? Ours? Or HIS? 


Devitalized Preaching. A good deal of 
present day preaching is devitalized, be- 
cause it consists merely of the Preacher’s 
opinions about current events. He gath- 
ers his message from general reading. 
Then he enters the pulpit in the name of 
Christ, and uses it as a platform tu air 
his own ideas about world happenings. 
His opinions are no better than those of 
the average intelligent layman. Yet he 
flatters himself that the community 
wants to know what HE thinks about 
things. In reality people go to Church 








Church buildings destroyed must 














on Sunday to get a little rest from the 
turmoil of the week’s news. 


World Problems. People do not go to 
Church to hear their Pastor tell how to 
run the world, The molding of public 
opinion is a legitimate function of the 
pulpit only in a limited measure. The 
Church does not exist to REGULATE 
the lives of people OUTSIDE itself; but 
tather by being an EXAMPLE to indi- 
rectly influence the outside world. In 
recent years the Church has been so busy 
telling the world how it ought to behave, 
that it has almost forgotten to watch its 
own step, and it has come to pass that 
generally speaking there is not much 
difference between the Church and the 
world. 


Current Slogans. Every few years a 
new slogan is caught up and worked to 
death, especially by those Ministers who 
have lost faith in the power of the simple 
Gospel message. No Utopia is going to 
be brought about by any Minister loudly 
proclaiming his opinion of certain preva- 
lent social and political philosophies. We 
just as well realize that we live in a 
world the vast majority of whose inhabi- 
tants have an entirely different idea of 
life from ours. It is a useless thing to 


THE GREATEST OF Al 


My greatest loss. To lose my soul. 

My greatest object. To glorify God. 

My greatest work. To win souls for 
Christ. 

My greatest prize. A crown of glory. 

My greatest joy. The joy of God's sal- 
vation. 

My greatest inheritance. Heaven and 
its glories. 

My greatest victory. Over death through 
Christ. 

My greatest neglect. To neglect so great 
salvation. 

My greatest crime. To reject Christ, the 
only Saviour. 

My greatest privilege. Power to become 
a son of God. 








My greatest peace. The peace that pass- 


eth understanding. . 
My greatest knowledge. To know God 
and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. 
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try to make un-Christian people act 
Christian. We cannot have Christian 
Governments and Christian Institutions 
unless we have Christian PEOPLE. Why 
not give ourselves to the task of 
CHANGING PEOPLE? That is the 
Church’s mission. The rest will follow. 


The Gospel Does Not Change. Neither 
does human nature change. This is not 
a “new age” any more than former gen- 
erations have been new ages. Changes, in 
the superficials of life, with added erea- 
ture comforts, do not do away with the 
hunger of the human heart for the mes- 
sage that Christ, and Christ alone, can 
supply. The Minister has far too glori- 
ous a message to allow himself to be 
turned aside by every passing wind. A 
Church service should be an intensely 
personal thing. The poet’s ideal still 
holds: “The house shall be filled with 
music, With song and praise and prayer; 
And the burdens of life be lifted, From 
all who worship there.” 


Sermons on Church History and Mis- 
sions. These are two things that have 
to do directly with the Church’s business, 
for they relate to the spread of the Gos- 
pel: about which every congregation 
ought to be well instructed. A few ser- 
mons each year on the great characters 
and movements of Church history and 
the missions fields. The stories of such 
men as Polycarp, Justin Martyr, Iran- 
aeus, Chrysostom, Huss, Savonarola, 
Luther, Wyclif, Knox, Wesley, Living- 
stone, Carey, and others, could be told 
over and over, and never lose their 
power. 


Writing Sermons. If a Minister can- 
not learn to speak without continually 
halting, hesitating, repeating, it would 
be better for him to write his sermons 
and read them. A sermon well written 
and well read may be fully as interesting 
as if spoken off hand. It is surprising 
how much can be condensed into small 
space when the subject is worked over 
and over, and written and re-written 
again and again. And as for reading it, 
it is merely a matter of practice. 
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tainly behooves him to spare no effort 
or pains to crowd into every minute of 
that half-hour the very best that it is in 
him to produce. 


One of the greatest privileges of life 
is to sit regularly under good preaching. 
The Preacher’s half-hour on Sunday 
morning is a precious half-hour. It cer- 
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The Resurrection And Rapture 


Rev. C. F. Hogg ... London, England 








Dr. Hogg. a well known English 
Preacher and writer, believes 
prophetical trends point toward the 
soon return of the Lord Jesus Christ 
- » » according to the promise con- 
tained in Acts 2:11. He says: “It 
is not unreasonable to suppose if 
God has spoken concerning the 
past and present, He should also 
speak concerning the future.” ... 
Bible quotations in this article are 
taken from the Revised Version. 











66 NOW ye not that your body is a 

temple of the Holy Spirit which is 
in you, which ye have from God?” I 
Corinthians 6:19. 


This indwelling has a very important 
bearing on the Rapture of the Saints in 
whom Christ has taken up His abode. 
No true Bible believing Christian doubts 
or questions the validity of the prophecy 
that, as this age is @losing, the waiting 
Bride of Christ (the saints collectively) 
will be snatched away. 


In I Corinthians, chapter fifteen, the 
Apostle deals with the Resurrection at 
some length. Now whereas it is quite 
true that the words “resurrection of the 
body” do not occur in Scripture, it is also 
true that: in Scripture the word Resur- 
rection is used exclusively of the body, 
never of the soul or spirit. 


Hence when the Apostle speaks of “the 
resurrection of the dead,” verse 42, he 
has in mind the bodies of the dead, for 
this is the subject with which he is deal- 
ing, and of course only the body dies. 
The “it” which follows can, therefore, 
refer only to the body. But there is to 
be a change, and this is suggested in a 
general way in the series of contrasts 
that follow. This change is to be ac- 
complished by the quickening power of 
“the Last Adam,” and its effect will be 
to transform the body of the believer 
from conformity with an earthly into 
conformity with a heavenly type; that is, 
his new, or Resurrection, body will be 
congruous with, and fitted for, the heav- 
enly environment to which he is destined. 


Change there must be, however, for, 





the Apostle affirms, “flesh and blood,” 
that is, “we that are alive, that are left 
unto the presence of the Lord,” while in 
thai condition, “cannot inherit the King- 
dom of God.” And as for the dead in 
Christ, “neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruption,” verse 51. Now this is the 
first intimation of the necessity for’ such 
a change; no earlier word, spoken or 
written, suggests it. 


The revelation concerning the Rapture 
and the Resurrection had exercised the 
minds of Christians who felt the diffi- 
culty of forming a mental picture cor- 
responding to the Apostle’s words. This 
found expression in the question of verse 
35, “How are the dead raised? With what 
manner of body do they come?” Nature, 
indeed, pointed the way to a solution of 
their perplexity; as far as nature could 
take. them, therefore, they must go with 
nature. But nature unaided is not enough. 
When nature fails, God speaks, 


“Behold,” proceeds the Apostle, “I tell 
you a mystery,” that is, a secret, some- 
thing that could not be discovered, or 
otherwise learned, save as God Himself 
is pleased to reveal it. And this mystery 
is not that “we shall not all sleep,” for 
that had already been made known in the 
letter to the Thessalonians, but that “we 
shall all‘be changed, in‘'a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed. For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and this mortal must 
put on immortality. But when this cor- 
ruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, then shall come to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory.” 
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“Then,” but not until then, when the 
Lord comes, for this victory complete 
and final, is “through our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” the “Lifegiving Spirit,” “the 
Son,” Who “quickeneth whom He will,” 
verse 45;eJohn 5:21. 


THE CHRISTIAN AND DEATH 


In this second letter to the Corinthians 
the Apostle, laboring under a sense of 
physical weakness and of the hardships 
he had endured for the Gospel’s sake, 
contemplates the possibility that his 
bodily frame might prove unequal to the 
strain. That the “earthly house of this 
tabernacle,” a temporary dwelling in any 
case, “should be dissolved” does not dis- 
may one who has the assurance of resur- 
rection; “knowing that he who raised up 
the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also 
with Jesus, and shall present us with 
you.” 


*In contrast with I Thessalonians 4:15, 
where he associates himself with those 
who are to be alive and upon the earth 
when the Lord descends to meet them in 
the air, he here associates himself with 
those who will have already fallen asleep, 
and who will, therefore, be no longer 
among the mortal but among the cor- 
ruptible, before that event takes place. 


That he is not in either place fore- 
casting what he believes to be in store 
for himself or for his contemporaries 
seems sufficiently clear. NOWHERE IN 
HIS WRITINGS DOES THE APOSTLE 
COMMIT HIMSELF TO THE BELIEF 
THAT THE LORD WOULD RETURN 
IN HIS LIFETIME. He does not fore- 
close the possibility however; rather he 
is ready for it, and hails it with joy, and 
would have all Christians rejoice with 
him. He who a few sentences earlier 
had spoken of his confident hope of 
resurrection, here declares that in this 
body “we groan, longing to be clothed 
upon with our habitation which is from 
heaven ... that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up of life.” That is, as he had 
already expressed it, that “this mortal” 
might “put on immortality.” 


However deeply he may have been im- 
pressed by the possibility of death bring- 
ing his service to an end, his ardent de- 
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sire was that the Lord might come to 
call him to the meeting in the air. Not 
that he feared death; should that be the 
will of God for him, he can look death 
steadily in the face, for he had learned 
to say “O death, where is thy victory? 
O death, where is thy sting?” So now he 
declares that he is “always of good 
courage” in view of the possibility of 
the separation of the spirit from the 
body; and reiterates it with emphasis; 
“we” (it is normal Christian privilege 
and should be normal Christian experi- 
ence) “we are of good courage, I say, 
and are willing rather to be absent from 
the body, and to be at home with the 
Lord.” For death itself, enemy as it most 
surely is, but ushers the Christian into 
the presence of his Lérd. 


RESURRECTION AND THE ETERNAL 
HOUSE 


The fifteenth chapter of the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians, and the 
earlier part of the fifth chapter of the 
Second, are not contradictory but com- 
plementary the one of the other. The 
first establishes the continuity of the 
spiritual with the natural body, “it is 
sown... it is raised.” The second es- 
tablishes the suitability of the changed 
body to the new conditions for which it is 
destined, “a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal, in the 
heavens.” The words change and Resur- 
rection imply this continuity, indeed, but 
that does not mean that the body which 
is to be, is identical, as to particles of 
matter, with the body that is now. “That 
which thou sowest, thou sowest not the 
body that shall be ... so also is the 
resurrection of the dead.” 


And yet when wheat is sown so also is 
that which is reaped wheat; but not that 
particular grain of wheat which was 
dropped into the earth. In this character- 
istic of nature the Apostle finds an 
analogy with the body in death and 
Resurrection. The illustration must not 
be pressed too far. From one grain of 
wheat an abundance is raised. That is 
the glory of the grain; it died and, be- 
cause it died, does not abide alone. The 
glory of the Resurrection body is dif- 
ferent; sown in corruption, dishonour, 
and weakness, it is raised in incor- 
ruption, glory, and power. 


“WHAT MANNER OF BODY” 


It is easy to go beyond what is writ- 
ten here. The Apostle John warns us that 








it is not yet made manifest what we shall 
be, and the language of Paul implies as 
much. Where Scripture is reticent we 
may not attempt to be explicit. The 
identity of the body does not depend at 
all on the identity of the particles that 
compose it, for these come and go from 
moment to moment. 


So long as the body lives it is in a 


state of flux, receiving new supplies of 
material from food and air to replace 
what has become effete and waste. The 
body of the man is the body of the child 
developed; throughout life it is looked 
upon as the same body, and called with- 
out qualification “my body.” during its 
growth from childhood to manhood, 


—Turn To Page 18. 
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The scar remains in the body through 
all the years of a man’s life, though the 
actual particles of matter that sustained 
the injury have long since passed away 
from it. So with the Resurrection of the 
dead. 


“With what manner of body do they 
come?” Each in his own, given him by 
God, though no particle therein should 
have had a place in that which clothed 
the spirit here. The body is not less the 
same on that account, any more than 
the body of the man is a different body 
from that of the child because of the ex- 
change of matter particles in the process 
of nutrition, growth and repair. 


REDEMPTION, PAST AND FUTURE 


Redemption has a double use in the 
New Testament. In one series of pas- 
sages it refers to the Cross, where the 
price was paid, as in Ephesians chapter 
1, verse 7; in the other it refers to the 
Coming of the Lord when He will take 
possession of that which He purchased. 
“This body of death” has been redeemed 
from its bondage, and when He comes it 
will be delivered into the glorious liberty, 
which is the inheritance secured for it 
by the offering of the Body of Jesus 








Christ once for all, and which is assured 
to us by the grace of the Spirit in tak- 
ing up His abode therein. Hebrews 10. 


In one of his later letters the Apostle 
again brings the two things into the 
same relationship. “Having . . . believed, 
ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, which is an earnest of our in- 
heritance, unto the redemption of God’s 
own possession,” Ephesians 1:14; see also 
4:30. When the man turned to God in 
Christ, then He was sealed for God (the 
mark of finality and security) to be His 
for ever, and the Spirit came to make His 
abode in the body of the man, to be an 
earnest of the purpose of God that that 
body, being the peculiar property of God 
in virtue of the redemptive act of the 
Cross, should, at the coming of the Lord, 
be to the praise of the Glory of God, ex- 
hibiting His power to redeem what is 
mortal and corruptible from the power of 
death and the grave. 


Thus the body in which the power of 
sin, both in life and in death, is now so 
abundantly manifested, that it is even 
called “this body of death,” becomes 
“God’s own possession.” In it the Sal- 
vation of God is made evident, both in 
life and in death, whereof thé Holy Spirit 
Who dwells therein is the power and the 
pledge. 
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CONFORMITY TO THE TYPE, CHRIST 


Reverting to Romans, chapter 8, a hint 
is given of the climax of the revelation 
concerning the Resurrection and Rapture 
of the Christian. 


“The earnest expectation of the crea- 
tion waiteth for the revealing of the sons 
of God.” The reference to “the sons of 
God,” where “the Son of God” might 
have been expected, is somewhat sur- 
prising, Later the Apostle explains, 
“whom He foreknew, He also foreor- 
dained to be conformed to the image of 
His Son, that He might be the First- 
born among many brethren,” verse 29. 
In I Corinthians chapter 15, verses 47- 
49, there’ is a similar hint, but, as might 
be anticipated from the analogy of the 
progressive method of the revelation, a 
slighter hint. 


And in what was probably his last 
communication to any church, so far as 
these have been preserved, the purpose 
of God in this regard is categorically 
stated. “Our citizenship is in heaven; 
from whence also we wait for a Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ; Who shall fashion 
anew the body of our humiliation, that 
it may be conformed to the Body of His 
glory,” Philippians 3:20, 21. 


Thus the inevitable question is an- 
swered. To be changed—but into what 
likeness? Into the likeness of our Lord, 
and this not morally only; the body 
spiritual which is to replace the body na- 
tural, is to bear the image of that in 
which He showed Himself in the Mount 
of Transfiguration, and in which He ap- 
peared to John in Patmos, and in which 
He will yet appear when He comes to 
establish the rule of God upon the earth. 


By whom and by what power is this 
to be accomplished? The words of the 
Lord were “I will raise him up at the 
Last Day;” “all that are in the tombs 
shall hear His voice (the voice of the Son 
of God) and shall come forth;” and “I 
‘come again and will receive you unto 
Myself.” It is both “by means of Jesus” 
and “with Him” that God will bring the 
dead in Christ, when He comes to reign. 
Christ Himself it is, then, Who is to 
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“fashion anew” this body of sin and of 
pain “according to the working whereby 
He is able to subject all things unto Him- 


\ self.” 


THE LIMITS OF REVELATION 


So far Scripture carries us. Not every 
question is answered. There remain many 
things impossible to say or to hear now. 


Impossible for God to say, for earth has, 


no language wherein to describe these 
heavenly things. Impossible for us to 
hear, for as yet we have had no experi- 
ence to enable us to bridge the gulf, to 
pierce the veil, that separates the ma- 
terial from the spiritual world. And this 
the Apostle John asserts when he writes 
that “it is not yet made manifest what 
we shall be.” 


But if, in the meantime, satisfaction is 
denied to the intellect, there remains at 
least comfort for the heart, for, “we 
know that, if He shall be manifested; we 
shall be like Him,” I John 8:2. It is 
enough for the disciple that he be as his 
teacher, for the servant that he be as his 
Lord, Than this he cherishes no higher 
ambition. And this ambition will be real- 
ized to the full “when we shall see Him 
as He is.” 


READING THE BIBLE THROUGH 


‘Amos R. Wells 


I supposed I knew my Bible 
Reading piecemeal, hit or miss, 
Now a bit of John or Matthew, 
Now a snatch of Genesis, 
Certain chapters. of Isaiah, 
Certain Psalms (the twenty-third!) 
Twelfth of Romans, First of Proverbs— 
Yes, I thought I knew the Word! 
But I found that thorough reading 
Was a different thing to do, 

And the way was unfamiliar 
When I read the Bible through. 








O the massive, mighty volume! 
O the treasures manifold! 

O the beauty and the wisdom 
And the grace it proved to hold! 


As the story of the Hebrews 


Swept in majesty along, 
As it leaped in waves prophetic, 

As it burst to sacred song, 

As it gleamed with Christly omens, 
The Old Testament was new, 
Strong with cumulative power, 
When I read the Bible through. 
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Ah, imperial Jeremiah, You who like to play at Bible. 
With his keen, coruscant mind; Dip and dabble, here and there, 
And the blunt old Nehemiah, . | Just before you kneel, aweary, 
And Ezekiel refined! And yawn through a hurried prayer: 
Newly came the Minor Prophets, You who treat the Crown of Writings 
Each with his distinctive robe, As you treat no other book— 
Newly came the Song idyllic, Just a paragraph disjointed, 
And the tragedy of Job; Just a crude, impatient look— 
Deuteronomy, the regal Try a worthier procedure, 
To a towering mountain grew Try a broad and steady view: 
With the comrade peaks around it, You will kneel in very rapture 
When I read the Bible through. When you read the Bible through! 
What a radiant procession 
hai tie saan tes ati A New Halsey Book 
James the sturdy, John the tender, % 

- “THE TEN VIRGINS” - 35 
O the myriad-minded Paull! A thorough study of Matthew 25. ? 
Vast apocalyptic glories subject that has been sadly neglected, but 
Wheel and thunder, flash and flame,. gy Fetes rete nn AEN 
While the church triumphant raises giving Holey Books as gifts. Clear, com 
One incomparable Name. ee ee bem lhe 
Ah, the story of the Savior 
Never glows supremely true L. T. Halsey (Author and Publisher) 
Till you read it whole and swiftly, Rosemead, Calif. 
Till you read the Bible through. 














=——Abraham Lincoln And Prayer==—= 
* 


Ammann LINCOLN learned to pray where 

most men learn to. pray, at his Mother’s 
knee. Long after her death, he said: “I re- 
member her prayers and they have always 
followed me; they have clung to me ail my 
life.” 

He confessed that during every great emer- 
gency in the White House he relied upon the 
power of prayer. “I have been driven many . 
times to my knees by the overwhelming con- 
viction that I had nobody else to go to. My 
own wisdom and all that was about me, 
seemed insufficient for that day. 

—and the Bible 

“In regard to the great book I have only to 
say that it is the best gift that God has given 
to man. Here is the New Testament which I 
carry with me. Its teachings are all for liberty. 

—and the Church 

“I have never united myself to any Church, 
because I have found difficulty in giving my 
assent, without mental reservations,:‘to the long 
complicated statements of the Christian doc- 
tine. , 

“Whenever any Church will inscribe over 
its altar, as its sole qualification for member- 
ship, the Saviour’s condensed statement of the 
substance of both law and Gospel, ‘Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 

® thy neighbor as thyself, that church will I 
join with all my heart and with all my soul.’”’ 
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God Is Here 








IVINE immanence is more than a 

metaphysical concept, more than a 
common belief, or article of faith; it is 
the supreme reality underlying science, 
philosophy and religion. Believe what we 
may, doubt and speculate as we choose, 
the fact remains, GOD IS HERE. To 
deny His presence is as absurd and un- 
scientific as to deny the presence of the 
atmosphere or the existence of the Sun. 


No matter what we believe about the 
atmosphere, it is present, and we per- 
petuate our sentient life by breathing it. 
We depend upon the Sun for light, heat, 
and all that they produce on the earth. 
Likewise, as spirits we live by appro- 
priating the Holy Spirit, and could not 
live spiritually a single moment without 
Him. To be sane, practical, truly scien- 
tific and duly reverential, we must recog- 
nize His presence. 


“Jehovah is nigh unto all them that 
call upon Him, to all that call upon Him 
in truth.” (Psalms 145:18). God is not 
present to those who deny or reject Him; 
but when the wicked turn unto Him and 
call, He is there to counsel, convict, for- 
give, and give grace and faith. When 
the regenerate call, He is there to in- 
struct, chasten, inspire and _ sanctify. 
God’s presence implies constant, avail- 
able help. God understands our problems 
and needs. 


In the hour of trial, strife, grief, dis- 
appointment and defeat, He is present 
in the Spirit, with a father’s protective, 
guiding interest, and a mother’s sympa- 
thetic kindness and forgiveness, God 
wants to help us. He is ever seeking 
perfect expression in us and through us; 
even as the soul life seeks perfect ex- 
pression in every cell and funcuion of the 
body. 

OPENING SPIRITUAL EYES 

The capacity for perceiving spiritual 
realities, lost to the race through the 
fall, is re-acquired individually through 
regeneration and subsequent works of 
grace; but one must use the gift, must 
practice entering into the Spirit and 
perceiving by the Spirit to become pro- 
ficient. The Lord’s work in restoring 
spiritual consciousness is like giving 
sight to one born blind. ‘The opened eyes 
must be used, and trained to focus, be- 
fore clear vision is attained. 





When one receives the gift of sight, 
the new perceptions soon result in a new 
consciousness, Likewise, when it is given 
one to perceive spirit realities, spiritual 
consciousness results. By the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit within, one gradually 
becomes aware of the fact, “I am a 
spiritual being. I am a center of Divine 
manifestation. Christ is the reality of my 
new nature. My body is my means of 
physical expression; but it is no part of 
the spiritual self that I am in Christ.” 


Recognizing the presence of God at all 
times, and in all things, is more than a 
means to Christian progress; it promotes 
health, strength, efficiency, happiness, 
and ever increasing capacity. It puts 
thought, feeling and purpose in harmony 
with the forces that rule the universe. 
It is like working with gravity or rowing 
a boat down stream. 


When one plans and works with the 
assurance of God’s presence, right choice, 
purpose and action are spontaneous. 
Moreover, one sees the folly of wanting 
anything contrary to the Divine will, or 
of trying to achieve anything worth 
while out of harmony with the Golden 
Rule. 


Apart from the continuous ministry 
of the Holy Spirit made possible by 
PRACTICING THE PRESENCE OF 
GOD, there is immeasurable benefit de- 
rived from the reactions of spiritual con- 
sciousness upon the subjective life and 
the functions of the body. Briefly, the 
psychosis of the spiritualizing process 
consists in habitually recognizing the 
presence of God and perceiving the true 
self as spiritual in Life and substance, 
the image and expression of Christ, then 
willing to be one with Him, and loving 
Him with the whole heart, mind, and 
strength, that the union may be effected 
and sustained. This. process continued, 
spiritualizes consciousness, by the re- 
actions of which, the subjective functions 
are purified and the body vitalized with 
the Divine Life. 
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Perception without the use of the 
physical organs of sense is a fact experi- 
entially known to thousands. That all 
awakened souls have such power after 
leaving the body is plainly taught in 
Scripture. As light penetrates darkness, 
as the X-rays penetrate opaque objects; 
so psychical and spiritual vision sees 
through all physical things. Poor, blind 
human nature, groping in the darkness of 
sense-perception and materialistic phil- 
osophy, perceives neither man’s spiritual 


reality nor the presence of God. 


Under the illusion that what is not per- 
ceived by the senses is unknown and un- 
knowable, it believes it can think, say, 
and do wrong secretly and never be found 
out. This is as absurd as to suppose 
that a false note will not be registered in 
a phonographic record. By the law of 
reaction, all thoughts and desires, good 
and evil, are registered in the soul. The 
effects of sin in a soul are as evident to 
spirit-perception as are scars on a body 
to sense-perception. Only the Blood of 
Christ can purify a soul and make it fit 
to be seen by the multitudes of spirits. 


OVERCOMERS IN CHRIST 

All of God’s commandments are benef- 
icient. Their fulfillment is necessary for 
the good of individuals and society. The 
presence of the Lord and His minister- 
ing spirits is not to spy on us and record 
our evil deeds: but to assist us to fulfill 
the ways of life and escape the ways of 


death. Only mental and moral blindness, . 


innate depravity, or devil-inspired im- 
pulses cause men to doubt God or choose 
to disobey Him. 


Christianity, to accomplish its full 
mission, must change the consciousness 
of converts from carnal to spiritual; 
must transform the mental concept of the 
self from materiality to spirituality, and 
the heart’s desires from sense gratifica- 
tion to giving expression to Christ’s na- 
ture and purposes. 


At the close of a sermon on practical 
Christian living, a self-indulgent deacon, 
convicted of his shortcomings, said, 
“Pastor, do you think a man of my tem- 
perament could live up to the ideal you 
have presented?” “That depends,” said 
the Preacher, “on your choice. If you 
choose to live the creaturely life of de- 
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sire, you deny God’s presence and power 
in you. Try as you may, you cannot 
attain the ideal. But if you choose to 
crucify the man of flesh, enter into your 
new inheritance, and live as a spiritual 
being, the Holy Spirit will enable you 
to do so.” 


The Sermon on the Mount is the 
Magna Charta of the spiritual Kingdom. 
It represents the Divine will for Chris- 
tians that they may grow in grace and 
glorify the Father in Heaven. It is an 
expression of Divine wisdom and love to 
the members of Christ’s Body. To ap- 
prehend the significance of the text, 
“Love your enemies, and pray for them 
that persecute you,” we must view it in 
the light of the law of reaction and at- 
traction. Under this law, to forgive en- 
riches one to the full extent. of what is 
forgiven. We accrue to the self the 
equivalent of what we give, and attract 
that which corresponds to the gift. 


To the degree that we express love 
and good-will, in giving and forgiving, 
do we grow in grace and glorify God. 
Returning good for evil does not cancel 
the law of exact justice, or make its 
fulfillment less obligatory, neither does 
it excuse a wrong; but it extends mercy 
and forgiveness to a sinner while con- 
demning his sin. While we were yet in 
sin, God loved us. While we disobeyed 
and denied Him, He sent His Spirit to 
persuade us to turn to the right. While 
we rejected His mercy and persisted in 
our way, He continued with infinite pa- 
tience. To the degree that we become 
one with Him will we have His loving- 
kindness. 


The Master’s parable of the servant 
that had been forgiven much, ‘but who, 
on refusing to forgive his fellow servant 
became subject to the debt for which 
he had been forgiven, (Matt. 18:24-35) 
reveals a spiritual law that has been 
experienced by many. No matter how 
fully we have been forgiven, the moment 
we refuse forgiveness to a penitent of- 
fender, we become subject to the law of 
sin, and are under condemnation until 
we repent and forgive. Assuming God’s 
prerogative of judging, dwarfs the souls 
of many Christians. 


HEALING SINFUL SCARS 


True charity is not so much a volitional 
act as a heart attitude. It is a habitual 
state of the soul that covers the weak- 
nesses, faults and mistakes of others 
with love and seeks to help them. It is 








of Christ, is Christ, and is present to the 
degree of His expression in a disciple. 
The will of blessing and forgiveness, like 
penitence and prayerfulness, increases 
with Christ’s increase in us. 


At the beginning of the Christian Life, 
a disciple prays morning and evening, 
and acknowledges sins of which he feels 
cenvicted. But as self decreases and 
Christ increases, he comes to have an 
ever penitent, contrite heart, and spirit 
of praise and gratitude. Such is the 
growth of charity. A disciple begins by 
forgiving his enemies, returning gocd for 
evil, and doing acts of kindness. But as 
ke becomes one with Christ his heart is 
changed to be habitually charitable: his 
first impulse on hearing of another’s 
wrong act is not: condemnation, but sor- 
row that it is so, and desire to help the 
erring one get back to the way of righte- 
ousness. ° 


Charity is obedient to the law of 
perfect love. It is wisdom in its high- 
est aspect. God’s ideal for man and 
man’s highest good require it. Every 
time a disciple sins or fails to obey the 
law of perfect love, he mars the Divine 
ideal and injures his higher self. 


A mother forbade her little daughter 
from playing with fire, not to be arbi- 
trary, but to protect. One day the child 





disobeyed: her clothes caught fire and 
she was badly burned. The mother’s 
heart, although grieved at the disobedi- 
ence, yearned with sympathy for the 
little sufferer. All her thought and ef- 
fort were directed to alleviating the pain 
and preventing the scarring of the beau- 
tiful face. 


Such is the love and attitude of God 
toward His children. Law is given them 
to keep them in the way of righteous- 
ness. Disobedience grieves the Father 
and crucifies the Christ within; but the 
Divine impulse is to forgive and stop 
the burning of sin that it may not per- 
manently scar the soul of His child. To 
live as the image of God and give ex- 
pression to His Spirit, we must have His 
love and charity toward those who wrong 
us, and to the victims of sin. Our 
Christianity should mean that anyone in 
trouble, sin, or sorrow could come to us 
with assurance of sympathy, charity and 
comfort. 


Every Church should be a house of 
refuge to the weak and the wicked who 
come seeking help. The love of God 
should be made so full and free that 
everyone who falls into the fire of sin 
would be picked up and assisted to re- 
cover from its burning and escape it& 
scars, 
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the location of Danzig is known to every- 
one. 


* * * 


“In hard struggles against the haughty 
Teuton, the world .shall again reek in 
blood, when the North, threatened by the 
East, shall transform itself into a four- 

_ fold unity.” 


@ Explanatory Note Number7... 


The first comment about the world 
reeking in blood, resulting from deter- 
mined efforts on the part.of various na- 
tions to defeat the haughty Teuton, re- 
quires no elucidation. A person only 
needs to read the daily newspapers. But 
the remaining part of the statement is not 
so transparent. Analysts of this prophecy 
have expressed the opinion that it means 
. - » Russia on the East, flushed with 
victories, may threaten the four major 
Scandinavian Countries, and thereby 
torce them into an alliance. 


* * * 


“The Lion of the West, basely be- 
trayed by his freeman, shall unite with 
the Cock and lead a young man on to 
the throne.” 


@ Explanatory Note Number 8... 


There seems to be general agreement 
that the Lion symbolizes England. Specu- 
lation exists, however, as to who be- 
trays whom. Great Britain’s possessions 
—her cubs, seem to be remaining loyal 
to the parent Lion. One writer mentions 
that after England helped free Belgium 
in the last war, the latter country yielded 
to Germany almost without a struggle. 
This is regarded as a betrayal. The 
same commentator believes the Cock to 
represent the Free French. 


* * * 


“The might of the disturbers of the 
world shall this time be broken forever, 
the brother will clasp the brother’s hand 
and the foe shall recede into a far distant 
country. At the Rising Sun, the Ham- 
mer shall be broken, the blaze shall en- 
gulf the Prairie, and when the Eagle and 
the Hammer invade alien fields, they 
shall be destroyed on a river.” 


@ Explanatory Note Number 9... 
There is much here to challenge the 
interest of students of prophetical Scrip- 


ture who also attach importance to secu- 
lar prophecy. The principal “disturb- 
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ers of the world” are readily identified 
as Communism, Fascism and Nazism. 
It is a pleasant thought that a time is 
coming when the hate psychosis created 
by these croaking frogs (see Revelation 
16:13) will be dissolved. 


Tegoborza’s reference to the Rising 
Sun directs the attention of the Bible stu- 
dent to Revelation 16:12, “And the sixth 
angel poured out his vial upon the great 
river Euphrates; and the water thereof 
was dried up, that the way of the kings 
of the east might be prepared.” The 
Greek rendering of the “Kings of the 
east” is literally, “Kings who are from 
the Rising Sun.” No one questions that 
this refers to Japan whose emblem is a 
sunburst ... and who is referred to as 
the Land of the Rising Sun. 


Did Tegoborza anticipate a conflict be- 
tween Japan and Russia—the Rising Sun 
arid the Hammer? Did he anticipate the 
final Armageddon of the sixteenth chap- 
ter of Revelation, including the drying 
up of the mystic river Euphrates (the 
Turkish Empire) when the Sixth Vial 
would be poured out? 

* * * 


“Gallant White-Ruthenia and _ fertile 


Trans-Dnieper shall return under the 
banner of Poland and our Eagle shall 
reach as far as the Black Sea, returning 
to its ancient haunts. Witebsk, Odessa, 
Kieff, and Czerkassy shall be the bas- 
tions of Europe and the barbarian shall 
forever escape in fear into Asia. Warsaw 
shall become the centre of the world, 
but three capitals shall be Poland's. 
The Asiatic shall abandon the distant 
bogs and the Dragon shall renew its 
face. The Bear shall fall after the second 
expedition, the Danube shall again shine 
in pomp and splendor, and when peace 
shall be made in Warsaw, three kings 
shall water their horses therein.” 


@ Explanatory Note Number 10... 


The Polish Eagle is white, as com- 
pared with the doubleheaded Eagle of 
Austria, and the Black Eagle of Ger- 
many. White-Ruthenia and Trans- 
Dnieper reach deep into Russia. If this 
prognosis proves true, Poland is destined 
to be restored a major power before the 
consummation of the age. The four 
cities mentioned were strategic frontier 
communities and military fortresses in 
earlier times. Warsaw is situated in ap- 
proximately the geographical center of 
Europe. The Dragon can refer to none 
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other than China and we note it is 
prophesied to “renew its face.” 


Russia is often pictured in newspaper 
cartoons and otherwise described, as a 
Bear. Her identity is unmistakably clear 
in the foregoing passage. Red armies 
invaded Poland from the East the first 
time, prior to the outbreak of war in 1941. 
As these words are written, a second red 
invasion is taking place. Moscow has 
just announced the establishment of a 
new Polish Government at Lubin. This 
produced a cry of pain and protest on 
the part of the Polish Government in 
Exile. But, if this section of Tegoborza’s 
prophecy proves correct, “the Bear shall 
fall after the second expedition.” Cities 
like Vienna, along the Danube, are to be 
restored as places of gaiety, pomp and 
splendor. No hint is given regarding 
the identity of the three countries whose 
rulers will water their horses in the blue 
Danube while peace treaties are being 
negotiated at Warsaw. 


* * * 


“Three rivers of the world shall yield 
three crowns to the Anointed from Cra- 
cow, and four allies from four confines 
shall take an oath of allegiance to him. 
When the Hungarian and the Pole clasp 
their hands, three nations together with 
Rumania shall join under the majesty 
of the throne of Poland in an eternal 
union.” 


@ Explanatory Note Number Il... 


This seems to indicate an eventual 
penetration of Polish influence beyond 
her historical sphere of action. But to 
“clasp hands” and even create “an 
eternal union” (the word “eternal” used 
to describe stability) with Hungary, Ru- 
mania, and other countries of southern 
Europe would not necessarily imply 
domination of the Balkans—but rather 


friendly treaty relationships. 


Nothing has occurred in the melee of 
events created by war to negate the 
earlier interpretation on the part of Bible 
students, that Poland will be identified 
with the Great Northern Confederacy 
during the end-time of this age. Tego- 
borza’s prophecy is significant for the 
reason that it anticipates a powerful 
Poland as a member of the assembly of 
nations in the North. This is further 
emphasized in its concluding clause: 


“Rnd when the Crimean Tartar 
reaches the river, though he will not re- 
nounce his faith, he will ask for the pro- 





tection of powerful Poland and his land 
will remain faithful. Poland shall arise, 
extending from one sea to another, but 
you must wait for it half a century. The 
grace of our Lord shall always protect 
uz, therefore, man, suffer and pray.” 


CONCLUSION 


T= study of Prophecy is a science— 

because it deals with facts that are 
demonstrable. The dictionary defini- 
tion of the word Science, is: “Knowledge 
gained and verified.” Men and women 
of exceptional spiritual capacities have 
risen in every age to preindicate coming 
events. This has been especially true in 
times of suffering .. . when masses of 
people have wondered what to expect 
next! Heart hunger for advance in- 





formation is usually satisfied in some 
measure. 


Secular prophecy offers a wide and 
important field.of information for serious- 
minded students to explore . . . but no 
human statement of impending develop- 
ments, like for instance that of Tego- 
borza, can be compared with prophetical 
revelations contained in the inspired 
Scriptures. Only the Word of God speaks 
with authority! 


While the secular prophet is circum- 
scribed by human limitations, the writ- 
ers of the Bible drew their wisdom from 
supernatural Sources. However, as col- 
lateral reading, secular prophecy de- 
serves the attention of all who derive 
pleasure and profit from ferreting out the 
trend of future events. 
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TWENTIETH CENTURY REFORMA- 
TION. By Carl MclIntire. Christian 
Beacon Press. Pages 220. Price $1.50. 











HE Author of this book has been, for 

several years, a storm center of the 
Presbyterians. He has loyal friends and 
severe critics. Aside from the ecclesiasti- 
cal feud in which he is involved, his 
Message remains unquestioned and un- 
challenged in its doctrinal integrity. 


Mr. McIntire is a young man, 39 years 
old. His writing reflects maturity of 
thought. Friends insist that his adven- 
tures in the field of theological contro- 
versy result from devotion to principle 
rather than youthful pomposity. 


In 1933, a group of Presbyterian 
Churchmen withdrew from the beaten 
paths of denominational policy and 
formed the “Independent Board of Pres- 
byterian Missions.” Mr. McIntire was one 
of the number. The next year, the Pres- 
byterian General Assembly took official 
notice of the innovation by ordering the 
members of the new body to resign and 
support the recognized agencies of the 
Church. This demand was flatly re- 
jected. Mr. McIntire was tried by the 
Presbytery of West New Jersey in 1935 
and condemned for disobedience to the 
Church. = 


For three years he had been Pastor of 
the Collingswood Presbyterian Church. 
Following his trial, he left this pulpit, 
arranged with a large number of mem- 
bers to vacate the Church property 
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valued at $250,000 . . . and later organ- 
ized the Bible Presbyterian Church. A 
new building, of tabernacle architectural 
style was erected, with a seating capacity 
of fifteen hundred. 


The original controversy centered for 
most part, around the alleged infiltra- 
tion of Modernistic poison into the or- 
ganic structure of Presbyterianism. Mrs. 
Pearl Buck, former missionary to China 
and liberal writer . . . and the promo- 
tional project dubbed “Re-thinking Mis- 
sions,” emerged as dominant symbols of 
the controversy. Mr. McIntire and his 
colleagues rejected both Pearl Buck’s 
ideas, and the Gospel of negation pro- 
mulgated by the Re-thinkers. They be- 
lieved then, and still maintain, that the 
fundamentals of Presbyterian belief and 
practice are being challenged by enemies 
of historical and evangelical Christian- 
ity. 

Mr. McIntire is a busy man. He is 
Pastor of the Collingswood Bible Presby- 
terian Church ...a leader in the Ameri- 
can Council of Christian Churches .. . 
President of the Board of Directors of 
Faith Theological Seminary . . . editor 
of the “Christian Beacon”... and radio 
preacher—his regular services being 
broadcast every Sunday through air 
channels WCAM and WPEN. The .con- 


gregation which he leads gives one-half | 


of its total income to missions. 


This, in brief, describes the mental and 
spiritual source from which the new book 
“TWENTIETH CENTURY REFORMA- 
TION” emerges. The treatise is a 
polemic, aimed against left-wing theo- 
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logical Radicalism in general, and the 
Federal Council of Churches in particu- 
lar. 


* * * 


PON opening the book, the following 
statement, obviously published with 
the Author’s approval, greets the Reader: 
“This volume deals from’ various 
angles with the mighty crisis confront- 
ing Priétestantism. The Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches in America is un- 
masked. Documented evidence of its 
subtle and aggressive program to under- 
mine the social and economic structure 
of our American way of life ... is ir- 
refutably presented.” 


Two dynamic movements exist “in 
what is broadly spoken of as _ the 
Protestant world.” One is called the 
Ecumenical, seeking to unite denomina- 
tional groups on the loosest possible plat- 
form. This is the objective of the Federal 
Council. Distinctive doctrine and or- 
ganizational traits, regarded as barriers, 
must be dissolved. The whole system of 
Christian belief and procedure must be 
leveled, flattened, unified in a gigantic 
humanistic and political program —a 
program impregnated with disrespect 
and hatred for the supernatural verities 
of New Testament Christianity. 


The other is designated the New Ref- 
ormation, or Twentieth Century Refor- 
mation. It pleads for Bible-believing 
Christians to recognize the fact of pres- 
ent-day apostasy and evolve methods for 
coping with it. The Author demonstrates 
that Modernism and Communism are in- 
separable as the gold dust twins, and 
says: 


“The forces behind the Ecumenical 
Movement have been long established; 
they are well entrenched, and their 
propaganda agencies are doing a subtle 
job. The Twentieth Century Reforma- 
tion, on the other hand, represents groups 
that have been disorganized by the Ecu- 
menical blitz, but have rallied. They are 
now standing together in a well discip- 
lined force. The differences between 
these two movements are irreconcilable 
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and concern the most vital issues of the 
Christian faith. The two forces are now 
actively engaged in battle.” 


“THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
REFORMATION” contains twenty chap- 
ters separated into five divisions, (1) 
Apostasy, (2) Modernism, (3) Pacifism, 
(4) Radicalism, and (5) Reformation. 
The book is well indexed. Many authori- 
ties on both sides are quoted. 





THE COMFORT OF GOD. Dr. 
Harold J. Ockenga. Fleming H. Revell 
| Company. Pages 287. Price $2.50. 











HE Author is successor to the late Dr. 

A. Z. Conrad, Pastor of Boston’s his- 
torical Park Street Church, just off the 
commons. His voice is like “one crying in 
the wilderness” of New England Mod- 
ernism, Infidelity and Unitarianism. 


There are two ways to write a book: 
(1) Glide over the subject superficially, 
hitting a high spot here and a high spot 
there, a dash of wit, a flash of epigram, 
a touch of pathos—printer’s ink, paper, 
binding, and merrily off to market; (2) 
Dig deep, strive for accuracy, analyze 
the subject point by point, tear it liter- 
ally to pieces, turn it wrong-side out and 
put it right-side up ... revise, expand, 
enlarge, plod . . . spend the necessary 
time, thought and energy to produce a 
treatise that will stand the test of 
scrutiny and be of real service and bless- 
ing to the Reader. 


Dr. Ockenga prefers the latter method. 


In this tome, “COMFORT OF GOD,” 
he analyzes Paul’s Second letter to the 
Corinthians with a thoroughness that 
will commend itself to every devout stu- 
dent of the Word. He got the title from 
the opening and closing words of the 
Epistle which say in part: “Blessed be 
God, the Father of mercies, and the God 
of all comfort; who comforteth us in all 
our tribulation ... Be perfect, be of good 
comfort.” 


We read: “The Epistle was written 
with a fresh experience of God’s com- 
fort in Paul’s troubled life. Paul suf- 
fered from externa] attack. Paul was 
troubled within over the rebellion and 
sin in the Corinthian Church, Paul had 
a thorn in the flesh physically. Paul 
was accused of misuse of funds which he 


_ collected for the poor. Paul’s apostleship 


had been questioned. Paul needed com- 
fort from God if ever man did. 





“He received that comfort so that 
God always caused him to triumph in 


Christ, He was delivered from external | 


danger, his message and prayers brought 
reform at Corinth, he was given grace 
for his infirmity, his request for money 
for the poor brought a great offering, 
and his apostolic authority was vindi- 
cated. God truly comforted him.” 


We have before us thirty-one meaty 
chapters, divided into such captions as 
the following: “The Comfort Wherewith 
We Are Comforted of God,” “Anointed, 
Sealed and Endowed for Life on Earth 
and in Heaven,” “The Bible Every Man 
Will Read,” “Removing the Veil,” “At 
Home With God,” “Motivating Your 
Mercies,” “Not Yours, But You,” and 
many others. 





PATHS TO NOBLE MANHOOD. By 
Bishop Clayton F. Derstine. Zonder- 
van Publishing House. Pages 92. Price 
$1.00. 











HIS book was written for men and 

boys who wish to make the most of 
life. It deals with delicate, highly per- 
senal subjects. The thesis is developed 
with dignity. Some less capable but well 
meaning writers propagate the evils they 
wish to remedy, by filling the mind of 
the Reader with wrong, sordid, negative, 
polluted thoughts. Bishop Derstine em- 
ploys the constructive method and places 
emphasis upon truth, rather than error. 


Herbert M. Lyons, M. D., says: “These 
messages to men and boys are sane, sen- 
sible and Scriptural in their content. 
They seek to do a preventive ministry, 
rather than the work of salvaging a 
wreck.” 


“PATHS TO NOBLE MANHOOD” 
consists of the following divisions: (1) 
The Price of Proper Sex Expression, (2) 





Five Proper Sex Expressions, and (3) 
Helps to Proper Sex Expressions. 





GOD’S WONDER WORLD. By Ber- 
nice Bryant. The Bethany Press. Pages 
102. Price $1.25. 











RS. BRYANT has been a public 

school teacher and supervisor of 
Church Schools. Her work has reached 
far into the field of Christian education. 
This experience led to the creation of a 
new, and entirely different type of devo- 
tional reading book for children from six 
to ten years of age. 


The thought of such a volume came one 
evening as the Author and a group of 
boys and girls sat on the beach watching | 
the sun sink into the sea, talking of the 
greatness and goodness of God. An air- 
plane overhead caused a boy to remark 
that, “God didn’t make the airplane,” 
while another replied, “But God showed 
men how to make them and gave them 
the power.” 


Mrs. Bryant says: “It was then that I 
thought about writing this book. The rest 
of the evening new ideas kept popping 
into my head, I remembered many things 
the children had said, and gathered their 
thoughts together to fit into this book. 
As you read, maybe you will feel close 
to God. Maybe you will come to feel His 
great power in everything you do, and 
everything you see.” 


Thirty-six stories told by David, a 
modern boy, comprise this text. They are 
illustrated by sixteen full-page photo- 
graphs from real life. Here are a few of 
the story titles: The Telegram, An Air- 
plane Ride, The Train, We Go To 
Church, Picking String Beans, The Bird’s 
Nest, The Baby, The Ever-changing 
World, The Wonder Bridge and The 
Radio. 
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Papa Was A Preacher 


: A New Book . . . By Alyene Porter 





“TF you write this book, I'll have to 
quit preaching!” said Papa. 


“But he didn’t and hasn’t,” boasis his 
daughter, Miss Alyene Porter, the Author 
of “PAPA WAS A PREACHER.” 


The tenor of the book, its superb qual- 
ity, is submitted as proof that “brown 
bread and the Gospel” constitute a good 
fare, even for six husky boys and two 
growing girls. Intriguingly human, ir- 
resistibly gay, and funny as a cage of 
monkeys... this is a close-up, personal 
picture of life in an average American 
parsonage. It is revealing for the things 
it omits as well as those it includes. 


Every page glows with the love that 
unites a God-fearing, God-loving family 
circle. All thirteen chapters overflow 
with the rollicking, merry pranks of the 
eight youngsters who blessed, and com- 
plicated, the problems of Papa as he 
chose to “press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling.” 


There is a hint of pathos in Miss Por- 
ter‘s remark: “We are long since grown 
and scattered. But the color of those 
years is more vivid than all the splashes 
of adult years.” 


Alyene is Papa‘s younger daughter. 
She thinks the sun rises and sets in her 
Daddy! Today she is a teacher of 
speech and drama, with a studio in 
Dallas, Texas where she spent her girl- 

hood days... living in a parsonage. 


Sometimes schoolmates would extend 
sympathy because she was a Preacher's 
daughter. This solicitious attitude on 
the part of chums only served to arouse 
her indignation. She resolved some day 
to write a book which would dispel the 
idea that life in a parsonage is dull, joy- 
less and burdensome. 


So, here it is—a most fascinating pro- 
duction. 


“In taking out some of the family 
skeletons I have hastily shoved two or 
three back into the closet and slammed 
the door,” says Miss Porter. Even so, I 
submit these pages with fear and 
trembling—that in the family gallery 
there will be one photograph with its 


| 





face turned against the wall. That will 
be mine.” 


* * * 


¢¢—DAPA was a Preacher. Papa still is 

a Preacher—as true to his convic- 
tions as the day he gave his pipe a final 
fling into a cornfield and entered the pul- 
pit. Since that day he has never taken a 
backward look. He has nodded to the 
progress of civilization only when it in- 
volved a superficial change and dis- 
turbed not a whit his religious roots. His 
outward yielding is reflected in the wear- 
ing of vestments by his choir and the 
prompiness with which he closes each 
service, but the rock of faith from which 
he delivers his sermons is the same on 
which he took his stand forty years ago. 
The Gospel that resounds through the 
rafters still rings with the old-time re- 
ligion.” ; 

Papa did not intend to be a Preacher. 
He planned to be a land owner and be- 
come rich. But an Uncle persuaded him 
to leave Mississippi and move to Texas. 
Here was plenty of land, and the Lone 
Star State became his lode-star. He 
would teach school until getting a start. 
The next fall he carried his bride across 
« Texas threshold. 


Teaching a country school, Papa 
heard the call, “Go preach.” He did not 
want to listen, but Mother helped. Re- 
turning from Church one day, where the 
text of the sermon had been, “I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ,” he 
admitted that the message had been 
preached into his own heart. He an- 
nounced with determination, “I'm going 
to be a Preacher.” “Thank God, my 
dear!” exclaimed Mother, “And I will 
help you.” 


* * * 


para was always exacting of him- 
self and family in upholding the 
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right and suppressing the wrong. He 
was a father to be obeyed, and the 
children respected his judgment. But 
obedience did not come through fear. 
Miss Porter says: “How could a little 
girl fear a father who patiently laced her 
shoes in the morning, took her pastoral 
visiting with him during the day, and 
lovingly tucked her into bed at night?” 


“Perhaps we fitted into the timeworn 
pattern cut to make us the worst chil- 
dren in town,” she continues. “But ‘all 
God's chillun’ have impulses; and since 
Preachers’ children spend three-fourths 
of their time in Church, those impulses 
have to be expressed there and observed 
by the greatest number of people. 


“No Preacher's child can ever have a 
feeling of anonymity. Even now, as a 
women, when I walk into a strange 
Church two thousand miles from home, I 
can feel eyes directed toward me and 
hear a whispered echo, ‘That's the 
Preacher’s youngest daughter.’ And 
from that moment every move must befit 
such a niche in life. 


“The concentrated light from many 
eyes forms a giant spotlight to illumin- 
ate the on-stage actions of Minister’s 
children, while in the comparative dark- 
ness outside the spotlight identical ac- 
tions of other children go unnoticed. To 
function always within the focus of an 
all-seeing eye naturally prompts daring 
action and a reckless determination to 
give a show worth looking at. With a 
cast of eight’characters of varying ages 
and temperaments, the gallery watching 
our show was assured of a new bill each 
week.” 


A humorous account of preparations 
for Sunday is related. On Saturday 
everyone did his special chores. If the 
Sunday-school lesson had been well 
learned two of the children might go 
downtown with Papa for the groceries. 
The last purchase of the day was a 
quarter’s worth of mixed candy which he 
carried to the front bedroom and dumped 
in the middle of the bed. As the eight 
stood around, he divided it impartially. 
Miss Porter says: “No candy was ever so 
delicious, and no window display of 
sweets on any city street has ever held 
the charm of that front-room bed.” 


After supper came the Saturday baths, 
taken in order of age. The older boys 


turned the ice-cream freezer for Sunday’s 
dessert. Bathroom bound, they detoured 
by the kitchen to leave their shoes for 
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Papa to shine. “And by midnight, the 
kitchen floor exhibited a glossy display 
to make a shoeshop window green with 
envy— Boots, boots,’ exactly ten pairs 
of them.” 


On Sunday morning, “Papa rose at 
an unearthly hour to go over his ser- 
mon, to meditate, and to hide the funny 
papers. He was a follower of the car- 
toons, but they did not show their faces 
before his eyes on the Sabbath. We 
were called thirty minutes earlier on 
Sunday than the usual time for getting 
up. His usual call was expressed, 
‘Come crawling.’ One Saturday night 
Cecil suggested to each of fis that when 
Papa delivered his next getting-up call 
we respond immediately, collectively 
and literally. The next morning, as if 
shot from so many guns, the eight of us 
rolled from our beds to the floor, and on 
hands and knees, in pajamas and night- 
gowns, ‘crawled noisily into the hall and 
closed in on Papa. He stood in the 


middle of the clamoring mob, with an. 


embarrassed you-got-me-that-time grin. 
‘Mother,’ he called out, ‘I wish you'd 


aa 


come and look: at your children. 


“Each Sunday at the eleven o'clock 
service, as the choir filed in singing 
‘Holy, holy, holy,’ Papa seated himself 
in the pulpit chair and went through an 
ocylar roll call of our pew. Unless some 
catastrophe prevented, he saw six boys 
in white starched shirts and creased 
trousers, two girls with curled hair and 
ruffled dresses, and Mother looking as 
fresh and lovely as the flower which un- 


_failingly graced her shoulder.” 


* * * 


PAYER meetings, Junior League, re- 

vivals, Yearly Conference, new 
charges ... all are filled with memories, 
haliowed and humorous—experiences 
which find an answering echo in the 
heart of every parsonage child. Joyous 
and hilarious escapades such as the 
rodeo put on by the older boys in a West 
Texas town, aré described. Since the 
only “broncho” available was Molly the 
milk cow, and her calf, these were 
pressed into service. The account of this 
mirthful incident will convulse the aver- 
age Reader with laughter. 


So on through the years of adoles- 
cence and puppy-loves, through high 
school and college, Miss Porter tells the 
story of eight interesting lives. The 
marriage of Hugh, the oldest brought to 
an end the period when all shared the 
same roof. One of the happiest events 
was when Papa and Mother celebrated 
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: arenas 
their Silver Wedding Anniversary. They 
“re-enacted their marriage ceremony 
with the eight of us as their wedding 
party.” Hugh, a Minister at twenty- 
three, read the vows, and at the end 
spoke briefly to the congregation. 








“It has been said that we always seem 
young to those who are older and old to 
those who are younger. Twenty-five 
years seem a long time to me, since that 
is more years than I have lived. But we 
think of our parents as still young be- 
cause they have heard the challenge 
of the great Educator who said, ‘Come, 
let us live WITH our children.’ Some par- 
ents live for their children, but ours are 
living with us. They have always en- 
tered into our play, our work, our study. 
And so we grow together. We have had 
our problems and heartaches, as do all 
families. But as the oldest, I speak for 
the others in saying that our parsonage 
life is a happy one. We would not ex- 
change it for the wealth of kings.” 


Shortly afterwards, Hugh married and 
soon the others were leaving for homes 
of their own. Then the Mother slipped 
away. “Serenely as she had lived, she 
stepped into the greater silence. And as 
she walks in splendor, the valiant heart 
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oi her, in eight younger hearts, beats on. 
Her love is our memory, her faith our 
boundless heritage. 


“Papa is carrying on the work he 
loves ... still pressing toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling.” 


* * * 


6¢PAPA WAS A PREACHER” focuses 

attention upon the highest, best 
and noblest traditions of American life 
and institutions. Perhaps, above other 
things, it shows the Home to be the bul- 
wark of civilization.. Good homes mean 
good people, and good people assure 
good citizens, intelligent voters and hon- 
est leadership. 


There are old-fashioned rock-ribbed 
principles for which no _ substitutions 
exist, which must be faithfully preserved, 
to keep America strong and great. This 
book calls to mind and makes beautiful, 
certain rich, sober, spiritual values too 
often overlooked or minimized in the 
busy hum-drum of twentieth century 
shallowness. 


FOGUCUEGRORE REL CUDURERERDEURRDEREREAUEUEEEREOREDOUEEEODE 


api Sunday School 


Lesson Quarterlies 
popular and proved in use by 


Practical, Evangelical, 
thousands of schools.True to the 
Bible, they stimulate attendance, 
win souls, and insure growth, 


Cover All Departments 


Pocket size for convenient carrys 
ing. Appealing in lesson presene 
tation (International Uniform)— 
applies Bible truths to Christian 
living. Surprisingly low in price. 

Send 10c in stamps or coin for 
largepackagecontainingsamples 
of Sunday School quarterlies, 

apers, coloring cards, lesson 
helps ; also, descriptive informa- 
tion regarding new teaching aids 
forJuniorsand Intermediates,and 
acopy ofour1945CatalogofVisual 
Teaching Supples.WRITENOW. 


The HIGLEY PRESS "site: #*- 





















Written By A Preacher’s Daughter 








Papa Was. A Preacher 


. - - By Alyene Porter ... 

Over 160 pages of biography, history, wit, pathos, tragedy, joy 
and sunshine—presenting life in the Parsonage with all its many 
colors, tints and hues. A lovely book for troubled times. You will 
enjoy it! Cloth bound, artistically printed, illustrated. 


PRICE $1.75 
Defender Publishers * Wichita 1, Kansas 























Discusses Great American Traditions 















































































\ 








28 


INTERNATIC 





SURDAY 


FEBRUARY, 1945 





SCHOOL LESSON COMMERTS 








February 4, 1945 
Jesus’ Concern For All 
Matthew 9:1-31 








OLDEN TEXT: “Therefore all things 

whatsoever ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye even so to 
them: for this is the law and the proph- 
ets.” Matt. 7:12. 


The last two lessons have dealt with 
the Sermon on the Mount. This message 
was addressed to the disciples—“called 
out ones,” and not the multitudes. It 
enunciated spiritual principles, precious 
to the heart of every Christian. The 


Sermon as a whole comprised the Char- ‘ 


ter of the Church. Avoid the false no- 
tion that this message is for a future 
age. It belongs to the Church here and 
now! 


Concluding the famous Message, Jesus 
and His disciples descended to the plain 
below. Multitudes flocked to Him. Chap- 
ters eight and nine of Matthew’s Gospel 
record ten miracles. Many more were 
performed but not recorded, for, “They 
brought unto him many that were pos- 
sessed with devils: and he cast out the 
spirits with his word, and healed all that 
were sick: That it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, 
saying, Himself took our infirmities, 
and bare our sicknesses.” Who can 
read such a passage as this, and then 
minimize the Ministry of Healing as a 
New Testament doctrine? 


1. THOSE WHO NEED HELP. Our 
Lord said to Matthew what He says to 
all sinners: “Follow me.” Matthew did 
the finest thing a husband and father 
can do; he invited Jesus into his home. 
According to custom, persons not invited 
to dine were privileged to observe the 
festivities. The Pharisees, too hypocriti- 
cal to eat with the publicans and sinners, 
did not disdain ¢ntering the house for the 
purpose of criticizing the Master. 


The cynical question as to why the 
Master ate with publicans was addressed 
to the disciples . . . but Jesus accepted 
the challenge and spoke for Himself. 





“They that be whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick.” In other words, 
you are unconscious of your sinfulness; 
you think you are whole; therefore my 
mission is not to you. “Go ye and learn 
what that meaneth.” 


The meal and the discussion were in- 
terrupted by the entrance of a leader in 
the community, who came, saying: “My 
daughter is even now dead; but come and 
lay thy hand upon her, and she shall 
live.” Healing of bodies was a means of 
proving His mission. Not all bodies are 
ill, but every soul stands in need of His 
cleansing touch. On His way to the 
man’s home, a woman was healed of an 
issue of blood. The girl was also re- 
stored to life. In these two incidents, 
we see our Lord as the Saviour of both 
children and adults. He came to heal 


sinners; therefore He must mingle with 


them. To Matthew he said, “Follow,” 
And by His example He said, “Go.” 


2. THOSE WHO CAN HELP CHRIST. 
The Lord calls His helpers from unlikely 
places and people. That is, they seem 
unlikely to one who sees only with ma- 
terial eyes. Matthew, the hated and 
crafty publican, was not logically a 
spiritual leader. None could be less 
promising than the Gaderene demoniac. 
Sinners and publicans had little to offer. 
The Galilean fisherman did not at first 
resemble fishers of men. Mary of 
Magdala was possessed of demons... 
but all were grist for His mill, and be- 
came mighty witnesses. Few of the so- 
called upper classes answered His call. 
They were not conscious of their needs. 
His love extends to whosoever will! 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me.” 


His concern for the needy is just as 
great today; yet He has no hands and 
feet to serve Him except ours. Unless 


His concern becomes our concern, the . 


world cannot know Him. A beautiful 
allegory pictures Jesus returning to 
Heaven, acclaimed by angelic hosts. Aft- 
er the hosannas had ceased, Gabriel is 
described as stepping forward and say- 
ng: “Lord, thou didst leave Thy glory 








here to take the garb of sinful flesh. You 
lived in humble poverty with no place 
of your own to lay your head. You suf- 
fered with fallen man, and died a cruel 
death on a Cross to redeem him. But 
now thou hast returned, and what will 
the future be? Will your sacrifice be in 
vain?” 


Jesus is portrayed as saying: “While 
I lived on earth as man, I trained eleven 
men to tell the story of my love. These 
have been commissioned to tell other 
men, and so the story shall go down the 
ages.” “But,” said Gabriel, “Suppose 
these men prove unfaithful?” And Jesus 
sadly answered, “I have no other plan.” 


A charge to keep I have, 

A God to glorify: 

A never-dying soul to save, 
And fit it for the sky. 

To serve the present age, 

My calling to fulfill; 

O may it all my powers engage 
To do my Master's will. 





February 11, 1945 
Jesus And The Twelve 
Matthew 10 and 11 








OLDEN TEXT: “Ye are my friends, if 
ye do whatsoever I command you.” 
John 15:14. 


That the preaching mission upon which 
Jesus dispatched the Twelve was of ex- 
ceptional importance, is suggested by the 
fact that all three Synoptic Gospels re- 
cord it. “Then saith he unto his dis- 
ciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but 
the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore 
the Lord cf the harvest, that he will 
send forth laborers into his harvest.” 
(Matt. 10:37-88 and Luke 10:2). This 
mission occurred about a year prior to 
the Crucifixion. 





The disciples had been learners, but 
now entered upon a period of training 
for apostleship. Webster defines an 
Apostle as “One sent to execute im- 
portant business.” Jesus saw the peo- 
ple as sheep without a shepherd, hav- 
ing no spiritual leadership. Not only was 
He moved by compassion ... He did 
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something about it. He healed suffer- 
ing bodies and souls. He cast out evil 
spirits, and filled the vacancy with God’s 
presence. Knowing His life in the 
flesh was to be short, the training of 
successors became intensive. 


Our Lord saw back of sin, suffering, 
sorrow and sickness. He knew that the 
human family comes under constant 
Satanic attack—that Satan is the god 
of this world and stands at the head of 
an organized, demonic kingdom .. . that, 
as Paul said, “We wrestle not against 
flesh and blood.” Twice in this lesson, 
He strikes at the cause, for we read: 
“He gave them power against unclean 
spirits, to cast them out” (verse 1), and 
“cast out devils” (verse 8). 


The tenth chapter of Matthew ex- 
plains the instructions given to the 
Twelve. One commentator divides it into 
three parts: “The FIRST extending from 
verse 5 to 15, contains directions for the 
brief and temporary mission on which 
they were now going forth, with respect 
to the places they were to go, the works 
they were to do, the message they were 
to bear, and the manner in Which they 
were to conduct themselves. The SEC- 
OND part, 16 to 238, opens out into 
permanent exercise of the Gospel min- 
istry. The THIRD part, 24 to 42, is of 
wider application still, reaching not only 
to the ministry of the Gospel in every 
age, but to the service of Christ in the 
widest sense. Each part closes with the 
words, ‘VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU’— 
verses 15, 28, 42.” 


1. THE PRESENT MISSION. The 
disciples were to take neither baggage 
nor money. The people to whom they 
ministered were responsible for their 
upkeep. The “laborer is worthy of his 
hire.” Therefore the Gospel Minister 
should be cared for by those deriving 
benefit from his exertions. A glorious. 
message was to be proclaimed. Those 
who received it would be blessed. “And 
into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, 
Peace be to this house.” (Luke 10:5). 
“And if the house be worthy let your 
peace come upon it, but if it be not 
worthy, let your peace return to you.” 
If your Gospel appeal does not find a 
receptive heart, pass quickly to others 
who will receive. Your responsibility 
ceases when you have faithfully given 
the Message. 


2. THE FUTURE AND PERMA- 
NENT MISSION. Jesus foretold the suf- 
fering that would come upon His fol- 





lowers because of their loyalty to the 
Gospel. This world is no friend to Grace. 
“As sheep in the midst of wolves.” He 
cautioned them to employ the wisdom of 
serpents to avoid unnecessary danger, 
and the tenderness of doves to make ef- 
fective the loving ministry of the Mas- 
ter. Someone has said: “Man’s inhu- 
manity to man makes countless thou- 
sands mourn.” The world hates Jesus 
and all who bear His name. Down across 
the centuries, Christians have been the 
most persecuted people in the world. 


Sin has not changed. Human nature 
has not changed. The hate of the world 
has not changed, Satan has not changed. 
Demons have not changed. And the 
remedy for sin remains the same. The 
Gospel of the Lérd Jesus Christ alone 
offers help ... and a healing balm for 
earth’s ills. 


38. SERVICE IN THE WIDEST 
SENSE. Three relationships of Jesus to 
the disciples are mentioned. He is Teach- 
er, Master and Lord. They are disciples, 
servants, household. They need not ex- 
pect to fare better than He, for “the dis- 
ciple is not above his master, nor the 
servant above his lord.” 


The disciples of Christ must serve 
faithfully, even though the path lead 
to persecution and death. But there 
the power of the enemy ends, Satan may 
contrive to kill the body, but cannot de- 
stroy the soul. Offence against God is 
the only proper ground for fear. God 
cares. His love reaches out to the most 
trivial interests, and touches everything 
that concerns His creatures. 


4. THE WISE, THE BABES AND 
THE YOKE. Intellectual leaders rejected 
the preaching of Jesus. They were proud, 
haughty and intoxicated by their own 
wisdom. They scorned the wisdom and 
counsel of Christ who proclaimed that 
things unseen by the wise and prudent 
are revealed unto babes. Those who 
open their hearts and minds like the 
simple trust of a little child, hear and be- 
lieve. Unbiased by prejudice, “The com- 
mon people heard him gladly.” “Not 
many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called,” but 





those who “are born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God.” Too much knowl- 
edge of things material so occupies the 
mind and perverts human interest, that 
knowledge of spiritual values is auto- 
matically excluded. 


The Yoke is a symbol of servitude, 
submission and helpfulness, But the Yoke 
of Jesus does not imply either slavery 
ux submission. He sees man, chained 
to a burden of sin which human strength 
cannot move. The load is too. heavy for 
man to pull alone .. . but with Christ as 
a yokefellow, the situation changes. The 
infinite strength of the Master sup- 
plants human weakness, and the believer 
finds rest for his soul. 





February 18, 1945 
Treasures Of The Kingdom 
Matthew 13:44-46; 14:13-21 








OLDEN TEXT: “Every good gift and 

every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning.” James 1:17. 


This is one of the most important les- 
sons of the entire year. It deserves deep- 
est study. Profound New Testament 
truths await consideration. 


Matthew, chapter 12, records events in 
the busy ministry of Jesus—healings, 
exorcising of demons, a discussion of the 
unpardonable sin, the prophetical sign 
of Jonah, limitations of self-effort, con- 
demnation of “human vipers,” etc. Chap- 
ter 18 comprises a collection of seven 
Parables dealing with the Kingdom of 
Heaven ... and a statement regarding 
the Mysteries of the Kingdom. 


Parables are word-pictures designed to 
make spiritual truths vivid and under- 
standable. ” It is recognized as one of the 
most difficult figures of speech to create. 
While other sacred writings contain an 
occasional Parable, the four Gospels 
abound with them. 


—Turn to Page 30. 
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... From Page 29... 





“All these things spake Jesus unto the 
multitude in parables; and without a 
parable spake he not unto them; that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophet, saying, I will open my 
mouth in parables; I will utter things 
which have been kept secret from the 
foundation of the world.” (See Psalms 
78:2). 


1. MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM. 
Christians, in this age, are members of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. The period be- 
tween the first and second comings of 
Christ, is given this designation. Twice- 
born believers have capacities for spir- 
itual discernment which materially-mind- 
ed persons do not possess. This explains 
the inner meaning of Matthew 13:11, “He 
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answered and said unto them, Because it 
is given unto you to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven, but to them 
it is not given.” 


A Mystery in Scripture is a previously 
hidden truth, now revealed, but in which 
the supernatural element lingers despite 
the revelation. The principal Mysteries 
of the New Testament are (a) Kingdom 
of Heaven Mysteries, Matt. 18:3-50. (b) 
Jewish rejection and opposition Mystery, 
Romans 11:25 and Jer. 24:9. (ce) Trans- 
lation of the Saints Mystery, I Cor. 
15:51-52 and I Thess. 4:14-17. (d) Church 
and body of Christ Mystery, Eph. 3:1-11; 
Romans 16:25; Col. 4:3. (e) Bride of 
Christ Mystery, Eph. 5:28-32. (f) In- 
dwelling Christ Mystery, Gal. 2:20; Col. 
1:26-27. (g) Christ, the Godhead Incar- 
nate Mystery, Col. 2:29; I Cor. 2:7. (Ch) 
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| Antichrist Iniquity Mystery, II Thess, 
2:7 and Matt. 13:38. (i) Seven Stars 
Mystery, Rev. 1:20. (j) Babylon Mystery, 
Rev. 17:5-7. 


2. PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM. 
Each of the Seven Parables of Matthew 
13, is a Kingdom Mystery, having to do 
with the origin, purpose, program and 
destiny of Christ’s Church in the werld., 


(a)’The Sower and the Seed. To labor 
in the Church is one thing. To go forth, 
sowing Gospel seed in the world is some- 
thing different. One-fourth of the seed 
takes root and produces a crop of “chil- 
dren of the kingdom.” Jesus Himself in- 
terpreted this Parable. 


(b) The Tares and Wheat. The mixed 
character of the Kingdom, during the 
Church age, is here portrayed. The 


scattered, “sown,” in the field of the 
world. Satan becomes active, with the re- 
sult that “tares’—persons who profess 
to be Christians but are not, become in- 
termingled. The deception is so great 
that only angels may be entrusted with 
the responsibility of separating them. 


(c) The Mustard Tree. The Church, 
starting with a few—like the infinitesi- 
mal Mustard Seed, developed branches 
reaching throughout the earth, contact- 
ing all types of people. The birds pre- 
figured false and heretical teachings in- 
vading the Kingdom. 


(d) The Leaven. This term is fre- 
quently associated with evil in Scrip- 
ture. Jesus warned against the Leaven 
of Pharisaism and Sadduceeism. The 
| first represented mere externalism. The 
second rejected the supernatural. The 
general interpretation that Leaven, in 
this instance, symbolizes good—and an- 
ticipates the infiltration of the Gospel 
into the world has merit. 


(e) The Hid Treasure. In Oriental 
countries, hidden treasures are not un- 
common, The story is told of a Greek who 
consulted the Delphic Oracle regarding 
such a buried treasure, and was told to 
turn every stone. This he did, and found 
it. So we speak of “leaving no stone 
unturned,” in some great effort. The 
Gospel Message is in the world. It tells 
of the treasurers of Grace. The story 
must be presented in such a way as to in- 
gpire sinners to search for the truth that 
saves. They must “leave no stone un- 
turned.” 


(f) The Pearl. The Merchant visits 
‘ the market place. A Pearl, from ocean 
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depths is hidden in the shell of an oyster. 
When brought to light, it is found to 
be of transcendant beauty. The King- 
dom, hidden in the sea of humanity, is a 
gem of incomparable value—precious to 
the heart of Christ, the Merchant and 
Purchaser. 


(g) The Dragnet. This Parable paral- 
lels the one of Wheat and Tares. The 
Kingdom of Heaven is like a Net cast 
into the sea, gathering every kind of fish, 
good and bad. These remain together in 
the Net until the final separation pre- 
sided over by Infinite hands. 


NOTE: Such then, is the Mystery of 
the Kingdom—the sphere of Christian 
profession during the age of the Church. 
True and false, good and bad, belief and 
doubt, Evangelicalism and Modernism, 
piety and worldliness, are intermingled. 
But within it there is the spiritual 
nucleus of true believers, devoted saints. 





February 25, 1945 
Jesus, The Son of God 
Matthew 16:13-28; 17:1-9 








OLDEN TEXT: “Whosoever therefore 

shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before my Father 
which is in heaven.” Matt. 10:32. 


This is the kind of lesson that every 
Bible-believing Christian enjoys. Through 
the experience: of personal salvation, 
Christ becomes real to the consciousness 
of the believer who worships Him as the 
Son of God, Redeemed souls never tire of 
meditating upon the fact of His deity. 
Unbelievers, outside the fold, fail to ap- 
preciate the Lord Jesus Christ. He must 
be taken out of the man class ... and 
placed in the God class, to be appreciated. 


After feeding the five thousand, Jesus 
sent the disciples away, while He re- 
mained on the mountain to pray. If our 
Lord needed to pray in the days of His 
flesh, how much more ought we to pray! 
A storm arose. The boat was in danger of 
sinking. Suddenly Jesus appeared, walk- 
ing on the water. He rescued impulsive 
Peter from drowning. The waves becamte 
calm, the winds still. The elements of na- 
ture recognized their Maker! The group 
soon arrived at Gennesaret. 


Opposition to Jesus reached new 
heights after His Sermon on the Bread of 
Life, recorded by John, Carnal Christians 
and sinful men can always find pretexts 
for wicked behaviour. “From that time 
many of his disciples went back, and 
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walked no more with him.” He journeyed 
to Phoenicia and later returned to 
Galilee, where enemies united to destroy 
Him. They tried to pull Him down to 
humiliating levels by demanding He per- 
form a special feat, some miraculous 
sign. He described them as members of 
of a “wicked and adulterous generation.” 
Supernatural power was not a toy! Jesus 
then warned His faithful few to beware 
of the false teaching of Pharisees and 
Sadducees. 


1. BELIEF THROUGH EVIDENCE. 
For some three years, Jesus had con- 
ducted a Training School. Now the time 
for final instruction and examinations 
had arrived. Taking the students aside, 
He prepared them for graduation. The 
test contained one major question: “Who 
do ye say that I am?” Upon the answer, 
rests the eternal destiny of every human 
heing. This is the greatest, most im- 
portant question ever asked. 


Is He merely the son of Joseph and 
Mary? Then Christian doctrine becomes 
a myth, faith a fanaticism, Those who 
suffered and died for Him, did so in vain, 
But is. He the Son of God as claimed? 
Then hope fills the soul and faith reaches 
beyond the gloomy vale of this life to 
the shining towers of God’s eternal city. 


“And Simon Peter answered and said, 
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv- 
ing God.” Jesus had just called Himself 
the Son of Man. Peter countered, speak- 
ing for the disciples, and declared that 
He was also the Son of God! 


They had not reached his con- 
clusion of themselves. “Flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven.” Only by divine,revelation, 
a supernatural work in the inner 
consciousness, does one possess ca- 
pacity to recognize the deity of 
Christ . . . and this revelation, is 
the greatest achievement within the 
reach of man. “For it is God 
which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure.” 
Phil. 2:13. 


Upon this great rock of Sonship, the 
Lord Jesus Christ built His Church. 
Peter (Greek word “petros,” meaning 
little stone) was assigned a part in con- 
fessing and preaching this doctrine. On 
the Day of Pentecost, he used the “keys 
of the kingdom” and opened the door of 
the Church to Israelites. Later, he 
opened the same door for Gentiles in the 





sermon to Cornelius and his household. 
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The conditions of salvation, revealed by 
the Holy Spirit, are the “keys” which 
open the door to every soul. Human be- 
ings are bound or loosed by them. The 
Greek text needs to be examined. Jesus 
said: “I say unto thee, That thou art 
Peter. (“petros”—little stone), and upon 
this rock (“petra”—the immovable, in- 
destructible Stone. of Christ’s deity) I 
will build my church.” 


After six days of instruction, Jesus 
took the disciples into a mountain, Leav- 
ing them at the base, Peter, James and 
John accompanied Him to the peak. 


2. BELIEF THROUGH SIGHT. These 
three men had gone farther along the 
spiritual road than others, and were 
given a glimpse of the glory that. awaits 
all who see with spiritual insight. 


“And was transfigured before them: 
and his face did shine as the sun, and his 
raiment was white as the light.” The 
same word in the Greek translated, 
“transfigured,” is applied to Christians 
in Romans 12:2, “Be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind.” Christ on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, . antici- 
pated the bodily appearance of believers 
in the resurrected state. 


Moses and Elias, representing the Law 
and the Prophets, recognized Christ as 
Redeemer. This appearance of two who 
had gone before, shows’ that resurrection 
life is a reality ».. for these both were 
the identical persons they had been on 
earth. 


In response to Peter’s desire to keep all 
three glorious beings there, a voice from 
a cloud spoke: “This is my beloved Son, 


| in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.” 


From that time, the Law and the 
Prophets would stand aside before the 
great Law of the Son of God. When the 
diseiples heard the voice, they fell to the 
ground in fear. At the command of Jesus 
to arise and not be afraid, they looked 
up and saw no one but Jesus. Moses and 
Elijah had departed, the vision gone, the 
voice silent. But Jesus remained ... the 
same Jesus they had known—yet not the 
same, for the glorious experience would 
always linger in their minds and hearts. 
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